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April 23 Lobby Day. 
Join the SEMG Poltical Committee 
for Lobby Day in Lansing. This is an 
excellent chance to meet your state 
legislators and influence positive 
environmental decisions. Details can 
be found on page 12.

May 19. Help improve Lake St. Clair 
and its shoreline! Seeking volunteers 
to clean up parks, the shoreline and 
beaches. Certified scuba divers, 
boaters and people with personal 
watercraft are in particular demand.
       Presented by Advanced Aquatics 
Diving, Clean Water Action and Clean 
Water Fund and the Nautical Mile 
Association, and sponsored by We 
Are Here Foundation.
       For information or to pre-register 
with Clean Water Action: call 810-
783-8900, FAX 810-783-4033 email 
metrodetroit@cleanwater.org.
Please note this is not a Sierra Club function. 
This announcement is published in the Activist in 
the belief that it will be of interest to Sierrans in 
Southeast Michigan.

Spring Events to Motivate You!
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Earth Day
Service Event
Saturday, May 4
10 a.m. 
Kensington Metropark

Letõs celebrate this 32nd Earth Day 
anniversary at Kensington Metropark 
by literally weeding Natureõs Gardens. 
Bring the family, wear sturdy boots 
and bring work gloves to help remove 
some of the invasive weeds that are 
taking over this pristine natural area 
near the Nature Center. Take I-96 to 
exit 151, (Kensington Rd.) to park 
entrance. Meet your fellow weeders 
at the Nature Center at 10am. There 
will be a potluck lunch afterwards 
(bring a dish to pass) at the East Boat 
Launch picnic grounds. 

Contact: 
Bob Duda, 734-464-0076



by Ed McArdle, 
SEMG Conservation 
Co-Chair

       Surely you have 
seen the monster. The 
largest incinerator in 
the U.S., capable of 
processing 3,600 tons 
of garbage per day, is 
visible from the junc-
tion of I-75 and I-94, 
a giant stack spewing 
its dragonõs breath of 
steam vapor and pollut-
ants over the city. Sierra 
Clubõs SEMG and the 
Mackinac Chapter have 
a long history of intense 
opposition to this facil-
ity. In 1987, along with 
many other groups, 
we demonstrated and 
lobbied to oppose its construction. 
When that failed, we engaged in 
a seven-year lawsuit, first to force 
the authorities to install what at the 
time were òstate of the artó pollution 
controls and then to require the City of 
Detroit to recycle. We were successful 
in getting the new scrubber/ baghouse 
filters put in, but there is still virtually 
no recycling in Detroit except for the 
magnet that pulls out metal in front of 
the incineratorõs furnaces.
       The updated controls are effec-

tive, but the incineratorõs huge size 
means that it can still emit over 2,000 
tons per year of toxic metals, acid 
gases and numerous hazardous 
chemicals including mercury and diox-
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Detroit Residents Air Concerns about 
Incinerator Pollution and Health Risks

. . . continued on page 10

Jackie Victor (right) voices her concerns as a resident and 
business owner in the neighborhood at the February. 18 
 public hearing hosted by local politicians. Here she speaks to 
DEQ Engineer Thomas Maza, Lillian Woolley, Wayne County 
Commissioner Jewel Ware and State Representative Mary 
Waters. Photo: Ed McArdle.



April 4. SEMG Enviro-Fair. Join us for 
the second annual SEMG-sponsored 
showcase of local environmental 
groups. Weõll spend the evening learning 
about local environmental activities and 
issues. Representatives from numer-
ous groups wil be available to answer 
question, pass out literature and speak 
about their organizations. For a partial 
list of the groups, see pages 8-9. Come 
prepared to learn and find ways you can 
get involved in important environmental 
work in southeast Michigan.

May 2. Backyard Ecology. Con-
servation Co-Chair Mary LaFrance 
and MSU Wayne Co. Extension staff 
Kristine Hahn will be discussing how to 
make your back and front yards more 
ecologically sound while enhancing their 
beauty. See page 8 for more details.

June 6. Greenways Initiative. Tom 
Woiwode, Greenways Director, will 
present plans to link communities in SE 
Michigan through the construction of 
greenways, build the capacity of orga-
nizations responsible for greenways 
development, and acquaint people 
with the benefits of greenways to their 
communities.
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General Membership Meetings
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General membership meetings are 
held on the first Thursday of each month 
unless otherwise noted. There are no 
meetings during the summer recess, 
July and August.
7:00-7:30 Social Time
7:30-8:00 Business Meeting
8:00-9:00 Program 
       All meetings are held at the 
Northwest Unitarian Universalist 
Church at 23925 Northwestern Hwy., 
southbound service drive, between 
Southfield and Evergreen Rd., and 9 
and 10 Mile Rd., in Southfield. Light 
refreshments are served.

Executive Committee Meetings

The Executive Committee meets 
the second Thursday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Royal Oak Senior 
Citizenõs Center, 3500 Marais in Royal 
Oak. No meeting in August.

Conservation Committee 

The Conservation Committee meets 
monthly at the Royal Oak Community 
Senior Citizens Center, 3500 Marais, 
Royal Oak. For more information call 
Mary LaFrance, 734-282-6935, or Ed 
McArdle, 313-388-6645.

Schedule of Programs

Political Committee Meetings

The Political Committee meets 
the last Thursday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. at Jimiõs Restaurant on 
Washington, 1 block north of Lincoln 
(10-1/2 Mile) in Royal Oak.

+ +++
The Activist is circulated to subscrip-
tion and  new members three times a 
year and to all Group members the last 
two issues of the year. It is printed on 
recycled paper.
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Submitted by SEMG 
Conservation Chair Mary LaFrance

       A campaign underway by the 
Center for Food Safety is to collabo-
rate with as many folks as they can 
while the public docket for rule making 
is still available with the FDA. The 
Center took legal action in May 2001 
by filing a legal petition with the FDA 
for rule making on the environmental 
and human health risks of genetically 
engineered (GE) fish. It took such 
action knowing that the Agency was 
beginning its review of the first GE fish, 
the GE Atlantic Salmon. According to 
the Center, this variety of farmed fish 
already has environmental and health 
risks associated ñ even without the 
novel genes to make it grow 10-30 
times as fast. It is apparent to many 
scientists, fishermen, and others who 
care about sustainable fishing that 
the risks posed to the environment, 
human health, and wild fish catcher-
ies by the introduction of GE fish are 
serious.
       As the agency is accepting com-
ments, the Center is reaching out to 
a broad and diverse body of business 
owners, including fish suppliers and 
distributors, chefs and restaurant 
owners. The Center believes that 
active involvement by the public in this 

campaign would bear weight in the 
FDAõs rule making process. 

Contact: Juliana Jones, 
Center for Food Safety, 
660 Pennsylvania Ave SE, 
Suite 302, 
Washington, DC, 20003, 
202-547-9359
jjones@icta.org.

New members . . . of the Club in our Southeast Michigan (SEMG) area 
receive one issue of the Activist as part of our òWelcome to the Groupó policy. The 
current issue is sent to everybody who was new in the rolls November 1 to March 
1 period. To continue receiving the Activist, please subscribe for $5 a year using 
the form above.
Contribute to the Activist Articles, activities, announcements, photos and 
ads of general interest to the membership are welcome. Send items to Lydia 
Fischer, 17610 Warrington Dr., Detroit, MI 48221. If possible supply a computer 
disc, IBM-compatible or Macintosh format; always include a hard copy. 
Deadlines for publication are Feb. 28, July 31 and Oct. 31. 
And let us know what you think of the newsletter, either by writing to the address in 
the Activist subscription form, or by calling Lydia at 313-863-8392.

ACTIVIST
Subscribe or Renew Today!

I donõt want to miss out on the ACTIVIST! 
Enclosed is my $5 (please send check for 
your own protection) to receive the next 
four issues through the mail. Thank you!
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Subscription Form

Comments Sought in FDA Review of the 
Risks of Genetically Engineered Fish
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       Are you interested in participating 
in the clubõs committee activities? 
You are encouraged to contact the 
individuals listed below. Get involved! 
Itõs your chance to make a difference 
in the quality of life you endorsed when 
you joined the Sierra Club. Volunteer 
an hour or two a month ñ thatõs all it 
takes. Remember, good ideas work 
when we do!

Join the 
Sierra Club Today!

SEMG Executive Committee 
and Committee Chairs

Tim Killeen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(313) 526-4052
Chair and Political Committee Chair
timk@bikerider.com
Jim Nash  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (248) 
471-3759
Vice Chair, nashlibdem@msn.com
Eugene Perrin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(810) 548-3248
Secretary, PROFGENE@aol.com
Gloria Scicli  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(248) 642-3069
Treasurer, scicli_gm@hotmail.com
Carol Izant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(248) 352-6137
Program Committee Chair
cogknot@yahoo.com
Cadey Sontag  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(248) 541-7245
Fundraising Chair 
Mary LaFrance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(734) 282-6935
Conservation Chair
mary.lafrance@mindspring.com
Bob Duda  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(734) 464-0076
SEMGActivist
Robert.Red.Pine@worldnet.att.net
Barbara Yarrow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(248) 932-9164
Activist Publisher
semgyarrow@aol.com

Philip Crookshank . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(313) 562-1873
Outings Committee Chair, 
Advertising Manager

             Enclose check and mail to:
            Sierra Club
            P.O. Box 52968
            Boulder, Co 80322-2968

F94QB  12102
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       The New Year brings changes on 
the Executive Committee. We have 
several new members: Carol Izant, 
Cadey Sontag, Jim Nash and (for a 
return visit) Gene Perrin. Sadly we say 
goodbye to Anna Holden who faith-
fully served on the ExCom for many 
years. She will, however, continue to 
be an integral part of our Conservation 
Committee. These changes on the 
ExCom have brought us talented 
individuals who will help to keep the 
local group moving forward.
       As your new Chair I will consis-
tently be encouraging the grassroots 
nature of our Club. We have 7,000 
members in SE Michigan, and the 
strength of our Group lies in many 
folks doing a little rather than a few 
doing a lot. This column will keep you 
apprised of the issues that the ExCom 
is facing so you can get a good picture 
of how the Group functions.
       Finances/Fundraising. SEMG 
operates on a $12,000 annual budget. 
Nearly half goes to support this pub-
lication (more on this later.) The rest 
of the funds are used to rent meeting 
space, provide funds for our commit-
tees, and general administration such 
as postage. Itõs very expensive to 
reach 7,000 members when we need 
to get out information on conserva-
tion and/or political issues. Regular 
communication is vital in building the 
strength of the Group.
       Because money is tight, several 
of the Group leaders swallow some 
out-of-pocket costs that should be 
reimbursed. Costs should not have 
to be eaten by a member if she or he 
wants to be an activist. These costs 
should be shared. For example, we 
now have five area codes within our 
Group boundaries. Tolls can add up 
quickly if you make a dozen phone 

calls. To that end we will be looking 
at ways to raise an additional $2,000 
this year. Your support of fundraising 
efforts is a vital contribution. Volun-
teers will be more encouraged to 
participate if they are not expected to 
bear a financial burden.
       Website. SEMG is now on the 
web at michigan.sierraclub.org/semg. 
Bookmark the site. This will be a good 
way to stay up on Group activities, 
including Outings.
       The Activist. As mentioned, this 
publication takes the lion share of our 
budget. We had been publishing four 
issues a year. Two issues would go to 
the entire membership, and the other 
two would only go to new members 
since the last mailing and to those 
who sent in their $5 subscription. The 
Board has decided to publish three 
issues this year with two of them going 
to the full membership. We have a 
goal to publish three issues next year 
to send to the entire membership. 
This way we actually reach more of 
our members, albeit less frequently. 
One way to support this publication is 
to send in your $5 subscription. Along 
with other fundraising efforts, this will 
allow us to support the wonderful pub-
lication youõre holding in your hands. 
We do sell ad space and are in need 
of volunteers to help. Phil Crookshank 
has done a wonderful job but there is 
only so much one volunteer can do.
       Group Elections. Less than 1% 
of the membership participated in our 
ExCom elections last fall. The Ex Com 
is going to take a careful look at how 
we conduct our elections and seek 
ways to increase member participa-
tion. Grassroots participation is the 
bedrock of the Club.
       As you peruse these pages you 
will see that we have many wonderful 
folks working hard to explore, enjoy 
and protect the planet. Find your niche 
in the Groupõs ecosystem described in 
these pages. This kind of biodiversity 
will help the larger environment that 
we all care about so much.

WhatÕs 
goinÕ on
by Tim Killeen,
SEMG Chair
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WonÕt you help? 
       This newsletter is the voice and 
chronicle of the Group. It keeps you 
informed about important conserva-
tion campaigns and opportunities for 
involvement. Itõs your program guide 
to our fun and challenging outings. 
It informs you of political issues and 
opportunities to influence changes in 
environmental legislative policies.
       SEMG needs your help to be able 
to continue to print and mail the news-
letter to the full membership twice a 
year. One copy of this issue costs more 
than 50 cents to print and mail ð- in 
addition to many volunteer hours.
       This is an easy way to offer your 
support to the Group in its mission to 
explore, protect and enjoy the planet. 
Fill out the form below, and we will add 
you to our list of Champions. 
       As a bonus, youõll receive a 
one-year subscription to the Activist.

There are two ways to be a Champion: 
Individual Champion ($25) or Business 
Champion ($50). Business Champions 
may include telephone number, street 
address and email address in the listing.

o Individual Champion ($25; includes 
1-year subscription)

Thank you,
SEMG Champions!

These individual and businessCham-
pions actively support local com-
munication, outreach and education 
efforts of the Southeast Michigan 
Group.

Individual Champions
Å William Bau
Å H.L. Bedingfield
Å Joanne Cantoni
Å Bob Duda
Å Lydia Fischer
Å Cindy Gunnip
Å Rankin S. Henry
Å Shana Herrin
Å Virginia Hiber
Å Tim Killeen
Å Dawn Livingston
Å Gene Perrin
Å Adele Saunders
Å John Shaheen
Å Cadey Sontag
Å Harold Stokes
Å Rosa Tinetti

Business Champions
MapleCreek Farm
Michelle and Danny Lutz
Certified Organic CSA
810-387-4365
www.maplecreekfarm.com

The Benchmark 
Outdoor Outfitters
32715 Grand River Ave.
Farmington, MI 48336
248-477-8116

Is it time to renew your subscription? 
Take a few moments to complete the 
Subscription Form on page 15. Just $5 
will keep you informed and involved in the 
Groupõs activities through the voice of the 
Activist, published three times a year. Thank 
you very much for your support. 
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Hikers and Stargazers Explore 
Mystery of MayburyÕs Nighttime Aura
by Ed McArdle, 
SEMG Conservation Co-Chair

       As dusk deepened to dark last 
February 9, about twenty hikers 
gathered in the muddy parking lot of 
Maybury State Park for the annual 
SEMG winterõs night hike. Maybury 
State Park, located just west of 
Northville, is a great place in the 
daylight ð with miles of trails, paved 
and dirt roads over rolling terrain that 
are closed to auto traffic but just right 
for biking and hiking. There is even a 
working 19th century farm with all the 
resident animals located at the main 
north entrance to the park. But, it is at 
night when the park takes on a special 
aura. Thanks go to park manager, 
Scott Herrington, for making special 
arrangements to leave the Beck Rd. 
gate open for us after the park had 
officially closed.
       After introductions by flashlight, 
we proceeded into the park interior. 
Although the weather was unusually 
warm even by global warming stan-
dards, there was good snow cover in 
the forest and on the trails. At night 
the snow reflects a beaming glow 
among the trees; watching the stars 
between the tree branches gave us a 
sense of mystery and timelessness. At 
the first stop, stargazers and amateur 
astronomers Melton French and John 
Herrgott pointed out planets and con-
stellations riding in the night sky. After 
everyone caught up, we resumed our 
journey to the sound of boots crunch-
ing over snow. At the next stop, we 
asked for silence while I called for the 
Barred Owl. After several hoots, we 
finally heard an answer, but it sounded 
more like we had awakened several 
distant dogs. Oh wellé the night walk 
was still very special as we enjoyed 
being somewhere truly different from 

where our everyday lives take us. We 
looped back to the parking lot after 2 
to 3 miles of vigorous walking. 
       The only negative of the night 
came as we spotted the lights from 
the òbigfootó million dollar new homes 
that are being built right up to the 
parkõs west fence line. Unfortunately, 
Maybury is in the path of hyper-urban 
sprawl. Coming on the heels of such 
perfect experience with nature, many 
of us felt a renewed determination to 
continue our fight for preserving the 
environment for the next generations.
       Afterward, some of us met at a 
local pub to warm up over good food 
and talk of other journeys past and 
future, a perfect closure to a wonderful 
evening.

SEMG Elects 
Ex-Com Members
Newly-elected Executive Committee 
members for the Southeast Michigan 
Group are: Carol Izant, Jim Nash, 
Eugene Perrin, Cadey Sontag and 
Barbara Yarrow. The five members 
will serve two years from January 
2002 to December 2003. Gloria Scicli 
was appointed to the board to fill an 
unexpired term.
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LetÕs Get Involved
       The Political Committee is gearing 
up for a very active election year. We 
have already started the endorsement 
process in several races, and are 
seeking input on our endorsements for 
later in the electoral season.

SEMG will be active in many races
       The Governorõs race offers us 
an opportunity, after 12 dismal years, 
to help elect an administration that 
cares about Michiganõs environmental 
future. Last October, all gubernatorial 
candidates were invited to participate 
in a forum at our monthly membership 
meeting. Those who attended, Sen. 
Gary Peters, Sen. Alma Wheeler Smith 
and former Gov. James Blanchard 
(Cong. David Bonior was represented 
by an aide), showed considerable 
knowledge and commitment to the 
environment. We will be deciding on 
an endorsement in the coming months. 
The Committee is also discussing its 
strategy for the state legislative races. 
We will be looking at where our help 
might make the most difference, and 
how we can best help our candidates 
win. As always, we encourage our 
membersõ participation.

Successful Lobby Days to continue
       Hereõs a good chance to do a 
good deed for the environment and 
have a satisfying political experience. 
Weõre planning the next Lobby Day in 
Lansing on Tuesday, April 23. Please 
help! Youõll have to commit to (1) one 
evening meeting about two weeks 

before Lobby Day to get prepped on 
the issues; then (2) gather early on 
Lobby Day for traveling to Lansing 
where we want to arrive by 8:30 a.m. 
Weõll visit legislators, have a debrief-
ing and be back in the Metro area by 5 
p.m. at the latest. 
Contact Carol Izant at 248-352-6137, 
cogknot@yahoo.com, or Dan Keifer 
248-652-1434, Dckeifer@aol.com and 
tell them you want to come along.
       Last year we held two success-
ful Lobby Days, bringing dozens of 
SEMG members to Lansing to meet 
with legislators to discuss the Clubõs 
top environmental concerns. This year 
we want to expand on the program: 
letting legislators see that we are just 
average voters who care about the 
environment is a very effective use of 
our volunteer time. As this becomes 
a regular activity we will educate 
our elected officials and develop 
relationships that can only help the 
environment in the future.

Attend the monthly 
Committee meetings
       We regularly feature a legisla-
tor or candidate speaking to us on 
legislation, politics or his/her electoral 
prospects. Weõre continuing to 
arrange òMeet Your Repó events at 
membersõ homes, another opportunity 
for Club members to hear from their 
elected officials and in turn tell them 
their concerns. 
       As always, and especially in 
this important election year, your 
involvement in the political process is 
extremely important. You can make a 
difference. Whether you give money 
to a green candidate, volunteer for 
a campaign, or work with the Sierra 
Club on Lobby Day or another political 
event, please get involved!
       Political Committee meetings 
are open to all members: just come 
by. Check our meeting schedule on 
page 2. We meet in the back room of 
Jimiõs.

Green
P\litics
by Jim Nash, 
SEMG Political Committee



8 April
4/6 (Sat) Basic Backpacking Seminar. 
1pm. Open to those having an interest in 
backpacking and a need for a source for 
low-cost hiking and backpacking trips. The 
seminar will feature speakers and gear 
demonstrations covering all aspects of 
basic backpacking and the Sierra Outings 
Program spring and summer trips. A 
womanõs perspective on backpacking 
will also be included. A useful information 
and resource booklet will be given to 
participants. Seminar will be held at The 
Benchmark, 32715 Grand River Ave. in 
Farmington from 1-4 pm. Registration 
and payment of $10 fee no later than 
3/20/02 required. Contact John Herrgott, 
810-735-9313, johnherrgott@msn.com 
or Phil Crookshank 313-562-1873, 
wanderphil3@netzero.net for registration 
and further information.

4/7 Mystery Hike. 1pm. Come check 
out an old trail, or perhaps a new one. 
Find out at the trailhead. We will hike for 
about 5 miles at this mystery spot, and 
then have a mystery restaurant stop after. 
Meet in Bloomfield Township at 1pm in 
the Costco parking lot near McDonalds 
on Telegraph (east side) north of Square 
Lake Rd. Cindy Gunnip, 248-336-2984.

4/12-14 Manistee River Trail Backpack. 
We will hike in Friday at 5pm from the 
Seaton Creek State Forest campground, 
then backpack for 23 miles in three days. 
The Manistee River Valley high bluff 
vistas will knock your sweaty socks off! 
Must be well equipped, with all your own 
gear, and food for three days. Limit 6, 
must reserve by 3/31. $4 fee + fuel costs. 
Details: John Calandra, 248-391-8973, 
John.calandra@worldnet.att.net.

4/13 (Sat) Potawatomi Trail Tenner. 9am. 
We will be doing a more strenuous, 10-
mile loop on the Potowatami, Silver Lake 
and Crooked Lake trails in the Pinckney 
Recreation Area. These trails have lots 
of ups and downs and beautiful scenery. 
Bring trail lunch and drinks for a 5-6 hour 
hike; we usually hike about 3 miles per 
hour. Wear sturdy shoes and dress for the 
weather. Meet in Livonia at 9am between 
Walmart and Jiffy Lube (near Jeffries) 
on the SW corner of Middlebelt and I-96 
(Jeffries Fwy). Call leader before 8 am 
at (313-410-7157 cell) if weather looks 
doubtful. Optional restaurant stop after. 
Donna Kolojeskie, 313-336-7529.

4/14 Brighton Rec. Area. Noon. A 5-mile 
loop hike at a moderate to brisk pace. 
Bring water, proper hiking boots, trail 
snacks. See nature come to life with 
the greening and sprouting wildflowers. 
Meet in Southfield at noon behind the 
Marathon station at Tel-Twelve Mall, SE 
corner of Telegraph and Twelve Mile Rd. 
Restaurant stop after. Mike Scanlon, 
313-884-2214.

4/20 (Sat) Basic Backpacking Seminar. 
1pm. An invitation is extended to people 
having an interest in backpacking who 
need a source for low-cost hiking and 
backpacking trips. The seminar will fea-
ture speakers and gear demonstrations 
covering all aspects of basic backpack-
ing and the Sierra Outings Program 
spring and summer trips. A womanõs 
perspective on backpacking will also 
be included. A useful information and 
resource booklet will be given to partici-
pants. Seminar will be held at Moosejaw 
Mountaineering, 34288 Woodward Ave. 

        The Outings Committee tries to have a wide variety of outings throughout the 
yearñsomething to appeal to each and every resident of our area. And we have occasional 
joint outings with other groups and clubs that have like ideals.
        Everyone is welcome! Outings are scheduled for Sunday unless otherwise indicated. 
Outings fee is $1 unless otherwise noted. All hikes begin at the trailhead. Call the Trip Leader 
for more details. PLEASE NOTE: because of park and facility regulations, and as a courtesy 
to other hikers and campers, pets and radios or tape players are not welcome on outings.
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Outings

Visit SEMGÕs website at michigan.sierraclub.org/semg 
for updates and our July-September outings.


