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Help Save Michigan® Forests

Wanted:Members Who Want to Get Involved and Have

by Bob Jack,
Chapter Fundraising Chair

The Mackinac Chapter needs
group volunteers to work on a live
auction planning committee starting
this September for a spring 2001
event. Proceeds will help fund for-
estry efforts by the Chapter and fund
raise for the SEMG.

If you have never been active
with the SEMG now is the time
to meet people, have fun, and at
the same time contribute to sav-
ing Michiganis old growth forests.
Please contact Barbara Yarrow at
SEMGyarrow@aol.com, or Bob
Jack, Chapter Fundraising Chair, at
yukon@ismi.net and indicate your
interest.

Committees requiring your
help

Event: Overall management of

planning, location selection, event
details.

Publicity: Place ads, work with
media sponsors, invitations, RSVPs.
Program: Event day logistics,
secures bankers for event.
Food/Drink: Food and beverage
details.

Sponsorship: Secures corporate
and individual sponsors.
—-orations: Fvent decaorations
ta _details.

Join us for the SEMG

AutumnFest2000

Fun & FUNdraising!
Sunday, October 15
10:30-?
Kensington Metropark

Hiking, Games, Prizes, Food
See pages 10-12 for details

Sierra Club

Southeast Michigan Group
17610 Warrington Dr.
Detroit M| 48221-2769
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Genetic Engineering Gives

Pollution

by Mary LaFrance, SEMG Volunteer

That eerie glow emanating from
the neighboris garden patch just
might be more reality than material
for a script from a bad sci-fi movie.
Sound far fetched? Consider these
genetically engineered foods that
breech the boundaries between
plants and animals and within spe-
cies: ¢jellyfishé potatoes that glow in
the dark when they need watering,

Welcome to New
MembersMeeting
on September 7th

by Linda Mallon, SEMG Membership
Chair and Anna Holden, SEMG
Chair

Southeast Michigan Sierra
Clubis 0INew Membersi Meetingé is for
our members who:

A have just joined Sierra Club,

A are newly interested in becoming
active,

§ have new ideas, or

A want to meet new environmental-
ists.

SEMGIis membership roll lists
nearly 6,000 members, but we donit
see most of you often enough.
Our SEMG group is the largest in

continued on page 13

N : i e .
otrouté strawberries that have cold tol-
erance, (flounderd tomatoes that have
a longer shelf life, and soy beans that
may contain brazil-nut genes.

According to an Environmental
Defense Fund report, genetically
modified food products pose a risk
known as the dLaw of Unintended
Consequencest. 0To come up with
tbetteri corn, thardieri tomatoes, and
other iimprovedi food products, scien-
tists are altering plantsi genetic codes
. . . with long-term consequences no
one can predict.o

Some of those unpredictable
outcomes include genetically altered
organisms that canit be controlled
once released into the environment

continued on page 4

Green Politics
page 16-17

Outings
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General Membership Meetings

General membership meetings are
held on the first Thursday of each
month unless otherwise noted. There
are no meetings during the summer
recess, July and August.
7:00-7:30 Social Time
7:30-8:00 Business Meeting
8:00-9:00 Program

All meetings are held at the
Northwest Unitarian  Universalist
Church at 23925 Northwestern Hwy.,
southbound service drive, between
Southfield and Evergreen Rd., and 9
and 10 Mile Rd., in Southfield. Light
refreshments are served.

Schedule of Programs

September 7. New Membersi
Meeting. Come find out what the
Southeast Michigan Sierra Club is
about and how you can make a differ-
ence. Also, come hear about Genetic
Engineering and its nasty potential
to create new viruses, toxins and
cancers in plants and animals while
the USDA and the FDA declare itis
safe. Leading the discussion will be
one of our newest activists, Mary
LaFrance. Also door prizes, raffle and
refreshments.

October 5. Politics 2000: Issues
and Answers. The Political
Committee of SEMG is in charge,
presenting and discussing the Sierra
endorsements for candidates running
in the November elections. We will
have surprise guests from the political
Southeast Michigan community.

November 2. Annual Meeting. A
recognized environmental leader
will speak on a critical environmen-
tal issue. Also, annual reports of
Treasurer, committees, and plans for
the year. Candidates for the Group
Executive Committee election will be
introduced.

Mt. Vernon

Telegraph Rd
- | Lasher |=
Evergreen

8 Milp Rd.

Executive Committee Meetings

The Executive Committee meets
the second Thursday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. at the Royal Oak Senior
Citizenis Center, 3500 Marais in
Royal Oak. No meeting in August.

Conservation Committee

The Conservation Committee
meets at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 18, Oct.
16, Nov. 13 and Dec. 18 at the Royal
Oak Senior Citizenis Center, 3500
Marais, Royal Oak.

Political Committee Meetings

The Political Committee meets
the last Thursday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at Jimiis Restaurant on
Washington, 1 block north of Lincoln
(10-1/2 Mile) in Royal Oak.

+ +++
The Activist is circulated to new
members each quarter and to all
Group members the last two issues
of the year. It is printed on recycled
paper.
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It Starts When You Care to Act

Attributed to Marge Piercy and submitted by Harold Stokes

0Two people fighting back to back can cut through a mob, a snake-dancing
file can break a cordon, an army can meet an army. Two people can keep each
other sane, can give support, conviction, love, massage, hope, sex. Three people
are a delegation, a committee, a wedge. With four you can play bridge and start
an organization. With six you can rent a whole house, eat pie for dinner with no
seconds, and hold a fundraising party. A dozen make a demonstration; a hundred
fill a hall; a thousand have solidarity and your own newsletter; ten thousand,
power and your own paper; a hundred thousand, your own media; ten million your
own country. It goes on one at a time. It starts when you care to act; it starts when
you do it again after they say no; it starts when you say WE and know who you
mean, and each day you mean one more.6

Act Now. Send in Your Subscription!

An organization such as ours needs funds beyond what the Sierra Club in
San Francisco rebates to us if we are going to continue to publish the Activist,
the first-rate newsletter in your hands which is brought to you by the work of vol-
unteers. A newsletter does not get produced without considerable non-volunteer,
paid work. We need to purchase paper, pay for printing, and buy delivery by the
Postal Service. We need one more who cares to Act, and it is You! Submit the
subscription form below today. New members of the Club in our area receive one
issue of the Activist as part of our Welcome to the Group! policy.

Contribute to your newsletter. Articles, activities, announcements, art work
and ads of general interest to the membership are welcome. Deadlines for publica-
tion are October 31, January 31, April 30 and July 31. Send what you would like
published to Lydia Fischer, 17610 Warrington Dr., Detroit, Ml 48221. If possible
supply a computer disc, IBM-compatible or Macintosh format; always include a hard

AcTivisT

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN GROUP OF THE SIERRA CLUB

Subscription Form

| donit want to miss out on the ACTIVIST! Enclosed is my $5
(please send check for your own protection) to receive the next four issues through
the mail.

NClC et et talalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalala)
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Please make check

payable to:  Activist, SEMG
and mail to:  Lydia Fischer A 17610 Warrington A Detroit, Ml 48221
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Are you interested in participat-
ing in the clubis committee activities?
You are encouraged to contact the
individuals listed below. Getting
involved is your chance to make
a difference in the quality of life
you endorsed when you joined the
Sierra Club. Itis well worth an hour
or two a month A thatis all it takes.
Remember, good ideas work only
when we do!

SEMG Executive
Committee and
Committee Chairs

AnnaHolden .................
(313) 331-0932

Chair

Lydia Fischer ................
(313) 863-8392

Vice Chair,
Lydfisch@mindspring.com

Denise Harris . ................
(248) 642-6164

Secretary

GloriaScicli ..................
(248) 642-3069

Treasurer, GMScicli@aol.com
BobDuda ....................
(734) 464-0076

Conservation Committee Co-Chair
Robert.Red.Pine@worldnet.att.net
Cindy Gunnip . ................
(248) 336-2984

Program Committee Chair
Ti i

(313) 526-4052

Political Committee Chair
timk@bikerider.com
EdMcArdle . ..................
(313) 388-6645

Conservation Committee Co-Chair
Barbara Yarrow ...............
(248) 932-9164

Publisher

Philip Crookshank .............

(313) 562-1873

Join the
Sierra
Club
Today!
And

receive a free member®
cap!

nnnnNnNnNnNnNnNnNnNnNnnnNnnn

A d d r e s s

Membership Categories
(Check One)  Individual  Joint

Introductory 0%$25

Regular 0%$35 0%$43
Supporting 0%$60 0%$68
Contributing 0$120 0%$128
Life 0$1000 0$1250
Senior 0%$19 0%$27
Student o%$19 o$27
Limited Income 0$19 o$27

Contributions gifts or dues to the Sierra Club are not
tax deductible; they support our effective, citizen-
based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Your dues
include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra magazine
and $1.00 for your Chapter newsletter.

Payment Method:
o Check o MasterCard o
VISA

Cardholder Name

Card Number

Enclose payment
information and mail to:

Sierra Club
P.O. Box 52968,
Boulder, CO
80322-2968

L1

W99901
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Election Fever? Contact the
SEMG Nominations Committee

by Anna Holden, SEMG Chair

Itis election year and SEMG
Sierra Club is holding its annual
election of Executive Committee
members. Want to run for office? The
Executive Committee wants you to
run! Four of the nine elected members
of the Executive Committee now serv-
ing will complete terms in December;
these slots will be filled by a vote of
the membership in December.

The nominations and election
schedule is outlined below. If you are
interested in running or want to nomi-
nate a candidate, contact a member
of the Nominations Committee:
Joanne Spatz, (248)932-5370;
Barbara Yarrow, (248)932-9164; or
Shelly Bania, (810)783-8243. The
qualifications are simple & you must
be a dues-paying member, have
some ideas about how to make the
SEMG Group more effective, and be
willing to give Sierra Club some of
your valuable time and energy. Each
Executive Committee member serves
two years and is expected to take
responsibility for a standing com-
mittee or an important Sierra Club

function such as Activist Advertising
Manager, fundraising 0 or even
Webmaster.

Elected members choose the
Groupis officers and appoint com-
mittee chairs. Executive Committee
members whose terms expire in
December include: Bob Duda,
Tim Killeen, Lydia Fischer, and Ed
McArdle.

Anyone interested in serving
on the Executive Committee who is
not nominated by the Nominations
Committee may qualify by filing a
petition signed by at least 40 current
SEMG members. Give this petition
to the Nominations Committee by
October 31.

Proposed ballot issue petitions
asking for a membership vote on a
local policy issue of concern should
also be signed by 40 current SEMG
members and forwarded to the Nom-
inations Committee by October 31.

Addresses of Nominations
Committee  members:  Joanne
Spatz, 29640 Middlebelt, Apt. 2604,
Farmington Hills, Ml 48334; Barbara

continued on page 16

Nominations/Elections Schedule

Appointment of Nominations Committee . .. ....................... Aug.
L0 o

Final Date for Nominations to Nominating Committee .............. Oct. 1
Report of Nominations Committee to Executive Committee . .. ...... Oct. 12
Final Date to File Candidate Petitions to be Placed on Ballot . ... ... Oct. 31
Final Date to File Proposed Ballot Issues ...................... Oct. 31
Eligible Voters Listing for Purposes of Election ................... Nov. 1
Appointment of Elections Committee ........................... Nov. 9
Deadline for Printing/Mailing Election Ballots .................... Nov. 20
Final Date for Receipt of Ballots by Elections Committee .......... Dec. 20
CountingofBallots ........ ... ... ... i By Dec. 29

Announcement of Elections Results

.................... Jan. 4, 2001
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GenetIC Englneerlng « «  continued from page 1

and create the o[r]isk of irreversible,
devastating damage to the ecology
of the planet,0 according to a study
by 100 top U.S. environmental
scientists. Genetic drift from insect
pollination spreads altered plants to
wild cousins. These altered plants
then may pass changes to offspring
through heredity.

Genetic engineering is creating
new toxins, viruses, allergens, antibi-
otic resistance and cancer in humans.
Just recently, a dietary supplement
L-tryptophan caused 37 deaths and
afflicted 5,000 others. Humans are
more likely to get breast and colon
cancer from the recombinant bovine
growth hormone (rGBH) used in meat
and dairy cattle.

Genetically altered plants are
toxic to wildlife. Crops containing the
bacterium, bacillus thuringiensis (Bt)
are killing beneficial insects including
Monarch butterflies that feed on milk-
weed where wind-drift has spread
pollen from surrounding corn fields. It
is promoting resistance in pests. Bt is
also killing the soil food web (such as
earth worms, nematodes, etc.)

Terminator Technology, using
poison promoter genes, has the

potential to cause a second 0Silent
Springé in forests of poison trees that
donit flower or fruit.

There are unpredictable, harm-
ful results from gene transfer and
random expression or mutation. In
experiments, rats developed immune
deficiencies and enlarged internal
organs. Growth-hormone-mutated
beef cattle are traumatized from
enlarged internal organs. Growth-
hormone-mutated dairy cows are
suffering from mastitis and infection,
and now have a life expectancy of
about four years instead of 25.

Want to learn more? This is
an environmental problem that we
cannot afford to ignore. Join us at
the September 7 meeting when Mary
LaFrance will help us learn more
about the interests behind and impli-
cations of genetically-engineered
foods. There are many ways that
you can become involved to fight
these troubling ogenetic surpriseso,
including letter-writing, petition-sign-
ing, flyer distribution, lectures and
demonstrations. We need your help!

hurriz ks pepchacts in the mokeiplace]
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Trpord Food Compaony is committed 1o peoviding our cusiomers
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support Biodynamic, Organic and GMO-Free Foods! .
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Green P\IItICS » » « cContinued from page 16

Our primary focus will be on the races
involving the Michigan House. There
are several tight races where our help
could be important. To that end we
will continue to call the membership
in an effort to recruit volunteers.

The committee took a month
hiatus from the meeting schedule
and enjoyed a potluck meal at the
home of committee member Adele
Saunders. Refreshments were con-
sumed at a surprising rate as all of
the countries political problems were
solved. Thanks to Adele for once
again hosting an event.

Attention Macomb County

Coming in late September you
will have the opportunity to meet our
endorsed Macomb Co. candidates.
The date and location are not fixed
as of this writing but you will receive
an invitation in the mail. Please be
generous and respond. We have a
strong environmental contingent in
the legislature from Macomb. This is
a chance to get to know and thank
the representatives for their good
work.

Environmental Justice
Organizer Joins
Chapter Leadership

by Alison Horton,
Mackinac Chapter Director

Rhonda Anderson has accepted
the position of Detroit Environmental
Justice Organizer and will be join-
ing the Mackinac Chapter staff on
August 28th. She will be working as
a part of the Sierra Clubis national
environmental justice organizing
project to provide organizing assis-
tance to and help build supportive
partnerships  with  communities
facing environmental injustices and
disproportionate impacts of pollution
and environmental damage. A part of
Rhondais portfolio will be to work with
the Mackinac Chapter, the Southeast
Michigan Group and other Sierra
Club volunteers and staff in the region
and nationally to strengthen and build
links between Sierra Club activists
and the communities we work with in
this project.

Rhonda brings with her a passion
and commitment to organizing and to
revitalizing the urban heart of Detroit.
Her organizing experience goes back

20 years to labor organizing with
the Service Employees International
Union. More recently she has been a
community organizer on environmen-
tal justice and neighborhood restora-
tion fights with a Detroit neighborhood
coalition and with Detroiters Working
for Environmental Justice. Rhonda
also has lengthy experience working
with children at risk in the city. More
than anything, she says her concern
for environmental justice issues
grows from her concern for the future
of children living in the urban center.

Rhondais experience as a com-
munity activist and volunteer with
Alternatives for Girls, on political
campaigns, and with the National
Black Rank and File Exchange further
reflect her energy and vision for creat-
ing a better urban core environment.
I My sincere thanks to Anna
Holden and other Southeast Michigan
Group leaders and to Lydia Fischer
for all of their work to recruit candi-
dates for this position, to Lydia, Anna,
John McCown & the Clubis senior EJ
organizer from Atlanta, and Donele
Wilkins of Detroiters Working for
Environmental Justice who served
on the committee advising me in this
hire.
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Tim Killeen

Why does the Sierra Club get
involved with elections? lim not
a Club historian, but | have heard
stories for the six years | have been
involved with the Southeast Michigan
Group. For the first 80 years or so of
its existence the Club got along just
fine without direct political involve-
ment. In the 70is, under the leadership
of David Brower, the Club created
a political arm. This was during the
time of gas lines, Nixon signing the
Endangered Species Act, The Clean
Air Act and the first Earth Day. Most
of Michiganis environmental protec-
tions were enacted at this time under
Republican Gov. Milliken.

With that action the Sierra Club
became the only national conserva-
tion organization (with the exception
of sportsmen clubs) that endorsed
and worked for candidates. Today,
the League of Conservation Voters
(LCV), with Dave Brower one of the
founding fathers, also endorses.
The Sierra Club is a well known
and reasonably trusted voice for the
environment with which candidates
may want to associate. By putting
our imprimatur on candidates we
can help concerned voters in making
their selections. This allows the Club
the opportunity to help shape debate
on policy and legislation. The more
helpful we can be to our candidates,
the more opportunities we have to
get our legislation introduced. We
are also in a better position to defeat
anti-environment legislation.

Look for a special election issue
of the Mackinac in the first week of
October. It will introduce you to all

g the Walk . . .

the candidates we are supporting in
Michigan. Look for the candidates in
your area and give them a few bucks
and/or a few volunteer hours. Tell
them you are a Club member when
you go in. All environmental problems
are also political problems.

Political Committee
Update

We have sifted through roughly
40 different questionnaires and have
completed our endorsement process.
In the primary election we called our
membership in five Michigan House
districts on behalf of candidates. We
also provided help going door-to-door
and at the polls on election day.

Our main task now is to stir up
as much support for our candidates
as we can for the November election.

continued on next page
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continued from page 3

Yarrow, 6555 Woodbank, Bloomfield,
MI 48301; and Shelly Bania, 155 S.
Highland, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043.

Election ballots will be published
in the next Activist and must be
returned to the Elections Committee
by December 20, 2000. This issue
of the Activist will be mailed to
all members in good standing on
November 1.
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9/3 Lower Huron Metg
Outing. Bike, skate or hike
the three Lower Huron Metri
The paved trail runs 25 scenic ines™
round trip from Lower Huron through
Willow to Oakwoods and back.
Bring bike, skates, shoes, lunch and
beverage. Meet at 9:30 a.m. at the
Tulip Tree picnic area in Lower Huron
MetroPark. Take 1-94 west to the first
exit past I-275 (Haggerty Rd.) Left on
Haggerty to park entrance. Tulip Tree
is first picnic area on the right. Leader:
Mary Stoolmiller (248)879-6004.

9/9 (Saturday) Outings Planning
Meeting. If you are interested in
leading an outing, come to our
quarterly planning meeting/potluck.
Bring a dish to pass. Non-committee
members are welcome. Meet at Sam
Haynels house at 6 p.m. for a potluck
supper and then plan winter and early
spring outings: 868 East Harwood,
Madison Heights, 1 block south of
Lincoln (10-1/2 Mile), 3 blocks east
of John R. Enter at Tawas and head
east. House is on the south side.
(810)547-7516.

9/10 Pointe Pelee, Ontario, Bird
Migration Watch. We will hike in this
provincial park, one of the premier

Outings are scheduled for Sunday unless
otherwise indicated. Outings fee is $1.00,
unless otherwise noted. Everyone is
welcome! Call the Trip Leader for more
details. All hikes begin at the trailhead.
PLEASE NOTE: because of park and
facility regulations, and as a courtesy
to other hikers and campers, pets and
radios or tape players are not welcome
on outings.

pots in North America. Bring
rs to take advantage of this
nity to see numerous migrat-
cies, including hawks. Trip
in or shine. Optional restau-
after. Meet in Windsor at 9
A e Ontario Information Center
on Route 3, (Huron Church Road) 3/4
mile south of the Ambassador Bridge.
Bring border-crossing ID. Leader:
Tom Griebe, (248)349-8782.

9/17 Brighton Recreation Area
Hike. This will be a moderate to
quick-paced hike in this occasionally
hilly but scenic area. The 5-mile hike
will be punctuated by stops to identify
plants, birds and other items of inter-
est, so bring your binoculars. Water,
trail snack, and appropriate footgear
are encouraged. Dress for the weath-
er. Optional restaurant stop after.
Meet in Southfield at 12:00 behind
the Marathon station at Tel-Twelve
Mall, southeast corner of Telegraph
and Twelve Mile Rd. Leader: Mike
Scanlan, (313)884-2214.

9/24 Proud Lake State Park Look
and Hike. See a lake, bog, river,
dam, woods, wildflowers, and maybe
even some critters. This 1-1/2- to 2-
hour walk will be punctuated by stops
as leaders and followers spot items of
interest. Meet at 11 a.m. in the Proud
Lake main parking lot (trail head)
east of Wixom Rd. between Glengary
and Sleeth Roads in Commerce
Twnshp. Leaders: Ken and Stephanie
Jacobsen, (248)684-8844.

9/30 Island Lake Canoe Trip. Spend
a day on the Upper Huron River
in Island Lake State Park. We will
have a leisurely 4-hour float, divided
by lunch at a shelter. Dress for the
weather; bring a river lunch and



