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by Anna Holden, 
SEMG Chair

       Six major Michigan 
environmental orga-
nizations, including 
Sierra Club, staged a 
lively demonstration 
October 30, asking 
Governor John Engler 
and the Michigan 
Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ) to take 
a variety of actions aimed at 
better waste practices at home and 
abroad. Activists gathered at the 
Ambassador Bridge to let the public 
know that Engler is about the only 
one welcoming Torontoõs trash. An 
oversized Engler puppet was there 
with arms out stretched in welcome. 
But òNo Toronto Trashó signs sur-
rounded him. 
       There was more to the gathering 
than òjust say no.ó Engler and the 
DEQ were asked to contact Toronto 
officials and urge them to maximize 
recycling and waste reduction as 
well as reconsider the decision to 
truck millions more tons of trash to 
Michigan. Details of Torontoõs waste 
contract with Republic Services are 
still being worked out according to 
the Toronto Star. But the Star reports 
that Toronto will ship an estimated 
285,000 metric tons of industrial and 
commercial waste to the Carleton 

Farms landfill in 
Sumpter Township in 

the first two years of 
a five-year agree-
ment. For the 
next three years, 
Toronto plans to 
truck in at least 
100,000 metric 

tons of waste. 
The Star estimates 

that 6,000 tons of 
garbage per day will be 

delivered to Carlton Farms 
by 250 trucks. A metric ton is 

about 2,204 pounds. The contract 
could last up to 20 years. Activists 
called on Engler to follow the example 
of Virginiaõs Republican Governor; 
he refused to accept New York Cityõs 
proposal to ship waste to his state. 
       But more important, the coali-
tion demanded that Engler provide 
positive leadership in shaping better 
waste policies for Michigan. Reviving 
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DDecember 7. Holiday 
Party
Our annual friendly bash! Please bring 
a dish to pass, something interesting, 
yummy or drinkable to add to our Silent 
Auction, and a list of the people you 
want to give a beautiful Sierra calendar 
for the Holidays. See announcement 
on page 20 for full details. We hope to 
celebrate the year with you!.
 
January 4, 2001. Deregulation of  
Utilities in Michigan. A representa-
tive from Detroit Edison will speak 
to the group about the impact of the 
deregulation of utilities and related 
environmental concerns.

February 1. To be announced. Call 
Cindy Gunnip (248)336-2984 after 
January 1 for full details.

General Membership Meetings
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General membership meetings are 
held on the first Thursday of each 
month unless otherwise noted. There 
are no meetings during the summer 
recess, July and August.
7:00-7:30 Social Time
7:30-8:00 Business Meeting
8:00-9:00 Program 
       All meetings are held at the 
Northwest Unitarian Universalist 
Church at 23925 Northwestern Hwy., 
southbound service drive, between 
Southfield and Evergreen Rd., and 9 
and 10 Mile Rd., in Southfield. Light 
refreshments are served.

Executive Committee Meetings

The Executive Committee meets 
the second Thursday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Royal Oak Senior 
Citizenõs Center, 3500 Marais, in 
Royal Oak. No meeting in August.

Conservation Committee 

The Conservation Committee 
meets at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 18 at the 
Royal Oak Senior Citizenõs Center, 
3500 Marais, Royal Oak. Call Bob 
Duda for meeting dates in 2001.

Schedule of Programs

Political Committee Meetings

The Political Committee meets 
the last Thursday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. at Jimiõs Restaurant on 
Washington, 1 block north of Lincoln 
(10-1/2 Mile) in Royal Oak.

The Activist is circulated to new 
members each quarter and to all 
Group members the last two issues 
of the year. It is printed on recycled 
paper.
Contribute to your newsletter. 
Articles, activities, announcements, 
art work and ads of general interest 
to the membership are welcome. 
Deadlines for publication are October 
31, January 31, April 30 and July 31. 
Send what you would like published 
to Lydia Fischer, 17610 Warrington 
Dr., Detroit, MI 48221. If possible 
supply a computer disc, IBM-com-
patible or Macintosh format; always 
include a hard copy.
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Subscription Form
I donõt want to miss out on the ACTIVIST! Enclosed is my $5 

(please send check for your own protection) to receive the next four issues through 
the mail.

Name ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ

Address ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ

City/State ññññññññññññññññ  Zip ññññññññññ
Please make check

payable to:      Activist, SEMG
and mail to:     Lydia Fischer Å 17610 Warrington Å Detroit, MI 48221Su
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Give Yourself a Gift: Subscribe to the Activist!
       An organization such as ours needs funds beyond what the Sierra Club in 
San Francisco rebates to us if we are going to continue to publish the Activist, 
the first-rate newsletter in your hands which is brought to you by the work of 
volunteers. A newsletter does not get produced without considerable non-volun-
teer, paid work. We need to purchase paper, pay for printing, and buy delivery 
by the Postal Service. We need one more who cares to Act, and it is You! 
Submit the subscription form below today.  New members of the Club in our area 
receive one issue of the Activist as part of our Welcome to the Group! policy. 

       The Conservation Committee 
meets at the Senior Citizenõs Center 
at 3500 Marais, Royal Oak (see Bob 
Duda at monthly meetings for a map). 
The Committee deals with a wide 
variety of issues that affect the envi-
ronment in our Detroit Metropolitan 
area. We do need more volunteers 
though ñ lots more. Wetlands are 
being filled in, toxins are being 
spewed into our air and water, woods 
and farms are being lost to sprawl ñ 
right here in Metro Detroit. We can be 
a greater positive force for change if 
we can get YOU interested in joining 
the group of dedicated folks who form 

the Conservation Committee, noted 
here with their focus of interest:
Joe Adler, Shelly Bania (wetlands, 
sprawl), Polly Boike (global warm-
ing), Mary Bogush (wetlands), Pat 
Gonczar (wetlands), Anna Holden 
(environmental justice), Mary 
LaFrance (genetic engineering), Ed 
McArdle (air quality, toxic waste), 
Gene Perrin, Sharon Rafalko 
(forests).
       Weõd like to see your name listed 
in the next Activist. Want to help?  
Call Bob Duda (734) 464-0076 or Ed 
McArdle (313) 388-6645, Co-Chairs, 
SEMG Conservation Committee.

Join Your Conservation Committee!



18       SEMG

Join the 
Sierra 
Club 

Today!
And 

receive a free memberÕs 
cap!

N a m e 

ñññññññññññññññññ
A d d r e s s 

Payment Method:
o Check    o MasterCard o 

VISA

Cardholder Name

Card Number

Membership Categories
(Check One)      Individual      Joint
Introductory       o$25            
Regular              o$35            o$43
Supporting         o$60            o$68
Contributing       o$120          o$128
Life                    o$1000        o$1250
Senior                o$19            o$27
Student              o$19            o$27
Limited Income  o$19            o$27

Contributions gifts or dues to the Sierra Club are not 
tax deductible; they support our effective, citizen-
based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Your dues 
include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra magazine 
and $1.00 for your Chapter newsletter.

Enclose payment 
information and mail to:

Sierra Club
P.O. Box 52968, 
Boulder, CO 
80322-2968

F94QB   2102     1

SEMG Executive 
Committee and 

Committee Chairs
Anna Holden  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(313) 331-0932
Chair
Lydia Fischer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(313) 863-8392
Vice Chair,
Lydfisch@mindspring.com
Denise Harris  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(248) 642-6164
Secretary
Gloria Scicli  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(248) 642-3069
Treasurer, GMScicli@aol.com
Bob Duda  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(734) 464-0076
Conservation Committee Co-Chair
Robert.Red.Pine@worldnet.att.net
Cindy Gunnip  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(248) 336-2984
Program Committee Chair
Tim Killeen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(313) 526-4052
Political Committee Chair
timk@bikerider.com
Ed McArdle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(313) 388-6645
Conservation Committee Co-Chair
Barbara Yarrow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(248) 932-9164
Publisher

Philip Crookshank  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(313) 562-1873

       Are you interested in participat-
ing in the clubõs committee activities? 
You are encouraged to contact the 
individuals listed below. Getting 
involved is your chance to make 
a difference in the quality of life 
you endorsed when you joined the 
Sierra Club. Itõs well worth an hour 
or two a month ñ thatõs all it takes. 
Remember, good ideas work only 
when we do!
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Coalition = Power by Numbers
by Shelly Bania, SEMG Activist

       At a Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) 
Wetland Permit Hearing this past 
March, people representing several 
environmental groups as well as I 
spoke before the MDEQ officials 
present and two hundred Chesterfield 
Township residents. Each group 
representative brought a concern 
different from that of other groups, 
but also a common goal of wetland 
preservation.
       After each speaker the crowd 
burst with applause and cheer.  
Residents felt validated; their concern 
for the townshipõs last remaining 
wooded wetlands was grounded in 
reality. The message of wetland pres-
ervation that the environmental com-
munity brought with them that night 

definitely struck a chord.  Moreover, 
the enviro-community was of service 
to the Chesterfield Community and its 
neighbors in Macomb County.
       Working in coalitions with other 
groups can be an isolated incident, 
as when it happens at a hearing, or 
a formal and organized activity, as 
proven by the Health Care without 
Harm Coalition, whose success has 
recently been reported and followed 
in the Activist. Both rely on a common 
factor: power by numbers.
       Coalition = Power by numbers is 
a simple concept that in my opinion 
would serve the environmental com-
munity well if embraced more often.  
Each group brings something unique 
to the collective whole. Coalitions 
mean more resources (i.e., persons, 
knowledge, and experience) are made 

Continued on page 17
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by Liz Allingham, 
SEMG Outings Leader

       Alaska, land of the midnight 
sun, Northern lights, Robert Service, 
mountains and sub-zero tempera-
tures, has always held a certain 
amount of intrigue. It was definitely 
on my list!
       In August 2000, I achieved my 
goal when accompanied by my two 
buddies, Darvie Strawbridge and 
Eleanor Chiesa, I set out to visit our 
49th. State. My first glimpse was from 
the plane window as we flew North 
to Anchorage. It was impressive!  We 
were directly over the mountains and 
the slanting rays of the sun showed 
everything in high relief. The peaks, 
glaciers, lakes and rivers were all 
plain to the eye. From the vantage 
point of some 30,000 feet, I could 
see the source of the glaciers and 
trace their winding paths through 
the mountains. It was a mixed les-
son in topography and geography 
(unfortunately not photography as my 
camera was tucked away in my lug-
gage).  Landing in Anchorage was en 
experience too, as the plane a made 
a wide U-turn north of the airport in 
order to approach the runway from 
over the bay and not from over the 

mountains.
       Anchorage is Alaskaõs largest 
city. One of its main attractions is the 
Heritage Museum, where we listened 
to Inuit story telling and inspected a 
variety of native crafts. The museum 
entrance is guarded by the òRavenó, 
which, according to local tradition, is 
the source of life.
       Our next destination was 
Seward, named after Secretary of 
State William H. Seward, who was 
instrumental in purchasing Alaska 
from Russia in 1867 for $7.2 million.  
Seward, an ice-free port, is beautifully 
situated on Resurrection Bay. It is 
home to a wonderful Sea Life Center 
devoted to research and rehabilita-
tion, and funded ironically by the fines 
imposed on Exxon for the Valdez 
disastrous spill. 
       The Exit Glacier, one of the few 
òwalk toó glaciers, is near Seward. I 
enjoyed my first close-up of a real life 
glacier. Unfortunately, it has receded 
considerably in recent years ñ the 
probable effect of global warming.
       One of the highlights of our 
visit to Seward was a boat trip on 
Resurrection Bay that introduced us 
to a variety of wildlife. Sea otters, 
floating on their backs, were a sight 

34164 Plymouth (west of Farmington Rd.)
Livonia, MI. 48150 Å (734) 427-3144
Since 1957 ð Over 11,000 square feet. 

Mail order available <www.zerbos.com>health foods
ÒA NATURAL REMEDY 

STOREÓ
$3.00 OFF

any purchase over $30.00
with this coupon

Expires December 31, 2000

Å Vitamins, Herbs, Supplements
Å Organic Produce
Å Health and Beauty Aides
Å Homeopathic Supplies, Juicers
Å Nutritional Counseling, Reflexology

Outings Leader Tours Alaska

Continued on page 13
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available and tasks have less chance 
of being duplicated. More importantly, 
coalitions mean empowerment. You 
become a part of something greater 
than the sum of its parts. 
       Listed below is contact informa-
tion for groups that are a part of 
our local environmental community 
as well as helpful neighbors. Keep 
it as a place to start in your next 
environmental campaign.

Citizens of Quality Growth
Ken DeCock
80575 Holmes, Armada Twp., MI
(810)286-1886

Clean Water Action, Clean Water 
Fund
Brad Wilson
Michigan Program Director
35482 Groesbeck
Clinton Twp., MI 48035
(810)792-8375

Clinton River Watershed Council
1970 E. Auburn Rd.
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
(248)853-9580

Detroit Audubon Society
Fred Charbonneau
1320 N. Campbell Rd.
Royal Oak, MI 48067
(248)545-2929

Friends of the Rouge
Jim Graham, Executive Director
22586 Ann Arbor Trail
Dearborn Heights, MI 48127
(313)792-9900

Lake Erie Advisory Committee
47 East Elm, Monroe, MI 48161

Lake St. Clair Advisory Committee
P.O. Box 272
Mt. Clemens, MI 48046
(810)725-8827

Lake St. Clair Channel Keepers
www.channelkeepers.org
Doug Martz, (810)463-8263

Macomb Conservation District
Alane Rowley
75701 M-19, Romeo, MI 48062

Macomb Land Conservancy
Kathleen Bolton
P.O. Box 332, Romeo, MI 48065
(810)784-5848

Michigan Drain Code Coalition
Sue Julian
P.O. Box 304, Holly, MI 48442
(248)634-3513

MOSES ñ Metropolitan Organizing 
Strategy Enabling Strength
Bill OõBrien
email: JerProj@aol.com

Oakland Land Conservancy
798 W. Gunn Rd.
Rochester, MI 48306

River of Life
Kathy Mitten, (313)371-0930
jkmitten@yahoo.com
Kristin Parkinson, (248)681-4609
av221@det.freenet.org
P.O. Box 311
Clarkston, MI 48347-0311

Southeast Michigan Land 
Conservancy
Jack Smiley
6410 St. Maryõs
Detroit, MI 48228
(313)582-8377

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council
Wil Cwiekel
P.O. Box 300
Conway, MI 49722
(616)347-1181

Coalition Power . . . Continued from page 3
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by Tim Killeen,  SEMG Political Chair

       The column for this issue of the Activist 
is always awkward to write, as the newsletter 
deadline is a week before the election. My focus 
is still on races that are too close to call. Despite 
the uncertainty of election outcomes, the voice of 
the Sierra Club has certainly been heard.

Looking Back
       I noticed that two years ago this column reported that there were seven 
members of the SEMG Political Committee. This year there are 18. We have been 
able to greatly expand our activities in support of our candidates. Our ability to offer 
material help has not escaped the notice of our candidates or, for that matter, those 
whom we oppose. We know we are doing something right when a candidate we are 
opposing is on cable TV calling the Sierra Club of bunch of òkooksó and blaming us 
for increasing pollution. 
       We mailed to nearly 5,000 members on behalf of our candidates and raised 
over $10,000 for them. Thanks to every member who responded to our requests 
for support. We were also able to provide a significant number of volunteer hours 
for various campaigns. My phone was ringing off the hook in the month leading up 
to the election with requests for help. In the future, candidates will be more inclined 
to show themselves as pro-environment if they know that will get them help in their 
election bid. Also, volunteer support helps to solidify relationships with those who 
get elected, increasing our chances of positive outcomes on environmental legisla-
tion. With respect to our opponents, it sends the message that bad votes have 
consequences.
       We are not king makers, but this year established us as a factor in cam-
paigns. Our activities could have an impact on the outcome of five or six races 
on November 7. Looking at the fifteen bills on our vote charts for the 1999-2000 
Michigan Legislature, those additional votes would have tipped the balance on two 
of those votes and put six others in within a couple of votes.
       The Chapter produced a special Election Issue of the Mackinac that I hope 
members found valuable in making their ballot box decisions. In addition there 
was a modest effort to raise money for our Chapter PAC. Again, these funds are 
important in terms of offering support to our candidates.
Looking Forward
       The 5,800 members of the Sierra Club in SE Michigan can have an influence 
in the composition of the Michigan Legislature. The Political Committee will spend 
the upcoming year developing plans for channeling membersõ energies (and dol-
lars) to where they can be most effective. We want to provide Club members with 
an avenue for contributing to, and volunteering for, worthy candidates under the 
Sierra Club banner. Two years from now we will be selecting a new Governor and 
the Michigan Senate will be up for election. As a Sierra member, you will have the 
opportunity to express your support for the environment. Save your money until 
you hear from us. As always, call or e-mail me NOW, so that we can add your 
name to our list of volunteers to call on. Your 4-5 hours of volunteer time a year are 
extremely valuable.
Kudos
       Special thanks go out to Patti Smith and Adele Saunders for their contribu-
tions this year. Patti has been the Political Committee Secretary for two years and 
provided the organizational glue that has helped make the committee successful. 

    Green 
P\litics

ItÕs Been 
Quite a Year



The outings committee tries to 
have a wide variety of types of out-
ingsñsomething to appeal to each 
and every resident of our area. In 
addition, we set up joint outings with 
other groups and clubs that have 
like ideals. Watch the schedule for 
combined outings with the Michigan 
Mushroom Hunters Club, Vegans in 
Motion, Warren Astrological Society, 
area Nature Preserve groups, 
Photography groups, etc.

DDecember
12/2 (Saturday) Waterloo 
Wanderings. You might think we are 
going in circles as we hike a series 
of loops from the Geology Center 
in Waterloo State Recreation Area. 
With a 4-inch snow cover, we should 
see lots of animal tracks on this 6-
mile hike. Wear lug-soled boots for 
traction; restaurant stop after. Meet 
at 9:00a.m. in the Walmart parking 
lot (near Jeffries) on the southwest 
corner of Middlebelt and I-96 
(Jeffries Fwy.) in Livonia, or 10:45 
there. Leader: Philip Crookshank 
313-562-1873.

12/3 Fairlane Estate Walk and 
Contra Dance. Come and hike in 

this hidden Dearborn wilderness, 
then kick up your heels at Lovett 
Hall for a live contra dance. Meet at 
10a.m. near the Henry Ford Museum 
(Imax theatre entrance) at Greenfield 
Village, then travel to the Ford Estate 
for the hike. Bring a bag lunch, dress 
for the weather, as trails may be wet. 
Bring comfortable dancing shoes. 
Dance admission: $8. Leader: Cindy 
Gunnip, 248-336-2984.

12/9 (Saturday) Outings Holiday 
Potluck and Scheduling Meeting. 
Open to everyone interested in doing 
or learning about doing outings. Join 
us for a fun-filled, casual, holiday 
dinner at 4p.m. (Bring a dish to 
pass.) Quarterly planning meeting for 
spring and summer at 5:30. How to 
find us? From downtown Northville, 
proceed west on Main St. Four tenths 
of a mile AFTER the road turns to 
gravel, turn left (south) on Westhill, 
then right (west) on Timberlane. Go 
to the end of the street and park in 
the circle ñ47103. Tom Griebe is the 
host; 248-349-8782.

12/10 Indian Springs Metro Park 
Hike. Enjoy our mild winter with a 5- to 
6-mile hike over meadow and woods; 
moderate pace with stops for flora, 
fauna and curiosities. Call if weather 
is doubtful. Optional restaurant stop 
after. Meet in Bloomfield Township at 
12:00 in the Costco parking lot near 
McDonaldõs on Telegraph (east side) 
north of Square Lake Rd. Leader: 
Joanne Spatz, 248-932-5370.
12/16 (Saturday) Holly Holiday Hike. 
We will hike the town ñ gift hunting 
the old fashioned way. Medieval 
street plays, unique shops, gifts, and 
a model railroad club to visit, followed 
with dining at the historic Holly Hotel. 

Outings are scheduled for Sunday unless 
otherwise indicated. Outings fee is $1.00, 
unless otherwise noted. Everyone is 
welcome! Call the Trip Leader for more 
details. All hikes begin at the trailhead. 
PLEASE NOTE: because of park and 
facility regulations, and as a courtesy 
to other hikers and campers, pets and 
radios or tape players are not welcome 
on outings.
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Outings


