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tion are on page 2.) We will have 
an interesting program featuring an 
Earthwatch volunteerõs recent trip to 
a rain forest. But, more importantly, 
we  would like to meet you, introduce 
you to the Groupõs active commit-
tees, and tell you about special 
events scheduled this fall. We want 
to know which issues concern you. 
We need your interest to renew our 
local efforts. You can probably help 
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Outings                          

In this Issue

by Anna Holden, SEMG Chair

        Many of you who are receiving 
this issue of the Activist recently 
joined Sierra Club, taking that òfirst 
stepó toward becoming more involved 
in our organization. Others have held 
memberships in Sierra Club longer, 
but may not have taken a òsecond 
stepó ñ attending a meeting or 
an outdoor activity led by our local 
Group.
        I urge you to take the ósecond 
stepó to Sierra Club and attend our 
New Membersõ Meeting on Thursday, 
September 2. (Map and time informa-

continued on page 14

Take a Second Step . . .
to Southeast MichiganÕs New 
Member Meeting
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Join us for the SEMG
Autumn 

Extravaganza
Fun & FUNdraising!

Saturday, October 2
9:30-?

Kensington Metropark
Hiking, Games, Prizes, Food



Sept. 2.  Annual New Membership 
Meeting. Mike Mansuer, a representa-
tive from Earthwatch, will speak on a 
recent rain forest trip. Also door prizes, 
raffle and refreshments.
October 7. Urban Sprawl.
November 4. Outings Meeting.

Get Active through 
Membership/
Fundraising Committee 

Outreach 
Projects
  SEMG had a display at the 
Keepers Of The Waters Festival 

in June. This is an 
annual event where 
we join with conserva-

tion groups, environmental groups, 
and the Native American communi-

ties from Southeast Michigan and 
Western Ontario to make our case 
for clean and healthy lakes, rivers 
and wetlands. It was held at Algonac 
State Park ñ a most appropriate 
setting for such a wonderful event. 
Thanks to American Indian Health 
and Family Services of Southeastern 
Michigan for inviting us again. Join us 
next year!
      If you want to get active in this 
kind of activity, contact Bob Duda at 
(734) 464-0076. The more folks vol-
unteering, the more that we can do. 
We hold our Membership/Fundraising 
Committee meetings just prior to the 
SEMG general meetings.
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General Membership Meetings
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General membership meetings are 
held on the first Thursday of each 
month unless otherwise noted.  There 
are no meetings during the summer 
recess, July and August.
       All meetings begin at 7:30 
p.m. and are held at the Northwest 
Unitarian Universalist Church at 23925 
Northwestern Hwy., southbound 
service drive, between Southfield and 
Evergreen Rd., and 9 and 10 Mile Rd., 
in Southfield. Doors open at 7:15 p.m. 
Light refreshments are served.

Executive Committee Meetings

The Executive Committee meets 
the second Thursday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at St. Johnõs Episcopal 
Church, 11 Mile Rd. and Woodward 
Ave., Royal Oak. Parking lot in back 
of church, south of 11 Mile Rd. No 
meeting in August.

Conservation Committee 

The Conservation Committee 
meets the third Thursday of each 
month at the same location used 
by the Executive Committee. No 
meeting in August.

Political Committee Meetings

The Political Committee meets the 
last Thursday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. at Nelloõs Restaurant, Woodward 
Ave. at Lincoln in Royal Oak.

Schedule of Programs

Membership/Fundraising 
Committee
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Subscription Form
I donõt want to miss out on the ACTIVIST! Enclosed is my $5 

(please send check for your own protection) to receive the next four issues through 
the mail.

Name ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ

Address ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ

City/State ññññññññññññññññ  Zip ññññññññññ
Please make check

payable to:      Activist, SEMG
and mail to:     Lydia Fischer Å 17610 Warrington Å Detroit, MI 48221Su
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LetÕs Talk about Money!
      An organization such as ours needs funds beyond what the Sierra Club 
in San Francisco rebates to us. Most of all, we need money if we are going to 
continue to publish the Activist, the first-rate newsletter in your hands which is 
brought to you by the work of volunteers.
      However, a newsletter does not get produced without considerable non-vol-
unteer, paid work. We need to purchase paper, pay for printing, and buy delivery 
by the Postal Service.
      Each quarter, as we prepare the Activist, we reach out to our members 
with information, thoughts and photographs to give a voice to the Sierra Clubõs 
philosophy òto protect and restore the quality of natural and human environ-
mentéó.  An equally powerful role is the role you play, our audience, the sub-
scriber. So please, take out your checkbook and take a few moments to complete 
the Subscription Form below. Just $5 will 
let you share in the voice of the Activist 
four times a year.

       New members of the Club in our 
area receive one issue of the Activist as 
part of our Welcome to the Group! policy. 
       Contribute to your newsletter. 
Articles, activities, announcements, art 
work and ads of general interest to the 
membership are welcome. Deadlines 
for publication are October 31, January 
31, April 30 and July 31. Send what you 
would like published to Lydia Fischer, 
17610 Warrington Dr., Detroit, MI 48221. 
If possible supply a computer disc, IBM-
compatible or Macintosh format; always 

Fundraising
     Want $1,000?  Buy a Mackinac 
Chapter raffle ticket. See Bob Duda 
soon. The proceeds go to support 
the activities of your Sierra Club 
chapter and group.
    Have you seen those smart 
looking, official Sierra Club caps 
yet? They are going fast. See Bob 
at the next meeting and you too will 
wear one for only $8.00. In addition, 
you can acquire a nice day pack 
and a duffle bag: $15.00 each. All 
proceeds go to support your group.
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Join the 
Sierra 
Club 

Today!
And 

receive a free memberÕs 
cap!

N a m e 

ñññññññññññññññññ
A d d r e s s 

C i t y

Payment Method:
o Check    o MasterCard o 

VISA

Cardholder Name

Card Number

Membership Categories
(Check One)      Individual      Joint
Introductory       o$25            
Regular              o$35            o$43
Supporting         o$60            o$68
Contributing       o$120          o$128
Life                    o$1000        o$1250
Senior                o$19            o$27
Student              o$19            o$27
Limited Income  o$19            o$27

Contributions gifts or dues to the Sierra Club are not 
tax deductible; they support our effective, citizen-
based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Your dues 
include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra magazine 
and $1.00 for your Chapter newsletter.

Enclose payment 
information and mail to:

Sierra Club
P.O. Box 52968, 
Boulder, CO 
80322-2968

W99901

Are you interested in participating in 
the clubõs committee activities? You 
are encouraged to contact the indi-
viduals listed below. Getting involved 
is your chance to make a difference 
in the quality of life you endorsed 
when you joined the Sierra Club. Itõs 
well worth an hour or two a month ñ 
thatõs all it takes. Remember, good 
ideas work only when we do!

SEMG Executive 
Committee and 
Committee Chairs
Anna Holden  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(313) 331-0932
Chair
Lydia Fischer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(313) 863-8392
Vice Chair
Lydfisch@mindspring.com
Denise Harris  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(248) 642-6164
Secretary
Gloria Scicli  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(248) 642-3069
Treasurer
GMScicli@aol.com
Phil Crookshank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(313) 562-1873
Outings Committee Chair, 
Advertising Manager 
Pcrookshank@worldnet.att.net
Bob Duda  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(734) 464-0076
Membership Committee Chair 
Robert.Red.Pine@worldnet.att.net
Cindy Gunnip  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(248) 336-2984
Program Committee Chair
Ed McArdle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(313) 388-6645
Conservation Committee Chair
Eugene Perrin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(248) 548-3248

Help Wanted
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Strap on a backpack, roll a kayak,
watch out for a bear attack...

Come to Moosejaw for the
best equipment and outerwear

in the world.

34288 Woodward Ave., Birmingham, MI 48009. (248) 203-7777
16844 Kercheval, Gross Pointe, MI 48230. (313) 881-9999

555 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing, MI 48823. (517) 333-4000
3405 Orchard Lake Rd., Keego Harbor, MI 48320. (248) 738-5291

www.moosejaw.com
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¥ Extensive Selection of 
Organic
  and Bio-dynamic Wines
¥ MichiganÕs Largest 
Purveyor of
  French Wines

405 S. Main St. Royal Oak
Open Daily 11-9    (248) 

15 % off with this ad as 

September 18-19 
Mackinac Chapter Autumn Retreat. 
A weekend escape for Sierrans from 
all over Michigan. Rustic shelter and 
dorm accommodations, meals, family 
recreational and optional educational 
gatherings. Cost from $35-$90 per 
person, including meals, depending 
on age of children and type of hous-
ing. Register immediately. Forms in 
May-July Mackinac. For more infor-
mation contact Cathy or Gary Semer 
at (743) 453-4443.

September 18 (Sat.)
Outings Training Seminar for 
SEMG day trip leaders. 
Register by 6:00 p.m. September 
17 with Joanne Spatz, (248) 932-
5370. No trip or training fees.  Park 
entrance fee.

September 25 (Sat.)
Challenging Urban Sprawl.
An all day òhow toó workshop in 
Macomb County will be staffed by 
leaders from the Mackinac Chapter 
and organizations working on aspects 

of sprawl such as land preserva-
tion, transportation, and protective 
legislation. For more informa-
tion/registration, contact the Clubõs 
Lansing office at (517) 484-2372 or 
mackinac.chapter@sierraclub.org.

October 2 (Sat.)
SEMG Autumn Extravaganza at 
Kensington Metropark.
Bring a friend/sponsor and join us for 
a fun and FUNdraising event. Start 
now to sign up your sponsors and 
collect pledges, then pick your miles 
as we enjoy the beginning of fall with 
a variety of hikes. See registration 
and hiking pledge form on page 10 or 
contact Bob Duda at (734) 464-0076.

October 23 (Sat.)
Tour de Sprawl. 
Find out more about sprawl, first 
hand. An all day event-focus: 
Macomb County. Show our elected 
representatives that people are very 
upset by sprawl and are willing to 
fight against it. For more information 
contact Bob Duda, (734) 464-0076 or 
Denise Harris (248) 642-6164.

d Fall 1999 Special 
Events Calendar



       With the heat of the summer 
beginning to recede, the Political 
Committee goes into the fall moving 
the environmental agenda forward on 
several fronts.

Fall Lobby Day
       In the wake of our successful 
Lobby Day in Lansing in the spring, 
plans are underway for a return visit 
in November. We would like to be of 
help to our legislators as they wrap 
up their work before the holiday 
recess. The targeted date will be in 
the November 16-18 time frame. We 
need to visit Lansing mid-week when 
the legislature is in session. We need 
new people, and more people, to 
come with us and get a look at your 
government in action. There were 
a dozen lobbyists in the spring and 
reaching 15 would be nice. Our rep-
resentatives are meeting with high-
priced suits all day; they need to have 
more contact with Michigan citizens, 
you and I. Take a day off work and 
join us! Call me at (313) 526-4052 if 
you want more information or want 
to sign up.

Election 2000
       Election 2000 is coming! In 
preparation the committee has com-
pleted a press list so that we can be 
more active in getting the Sierra Club 
point of view out to the public. Most of 
the races should be fairly well defined 
by the end of the year, and our 
endorsement procedure will kick off in 
the spring. At this writing it looks like 
the U.S. Senate race is set between 
Stabenow and Abraham. This prom-

ises to be a very tight contest and 
one that the Club would like to have 
some say in. The degree to which 
the environment will be protected is 
positively correlated to the number of 
Club members that get involved. 

On the Local Front
       The committee is continuing its 
series of meetings with Southeast 
Michigan legislators. This effort will 
continue at the rate of 2-3 legislators 
per month on into the future. If you 
have contact with your representa-
tive or are interested in meeting with 
them, please contact the committee 
so we can get you involved. As an 
outgrowth of one of those meetings 
Sen. Peters drafted legislation to 
regulate medical waste incinerators 
in response to the SEMGõs campaign 
on this issue.

Membership Involvement
       Committee membership contin-
ues to be on the upswing. We have 
welcomed four new members since 
our last report, bringing the grand 
total to 16. If we can continue to build 
on this talented group, then it makes 
it that much harder for our repre-
sentatives to be poor environmental 
decision makers. 
       The committee did take a month 
off from meetings in July and enjoyed 
the First Annual SEMG Political 
Committee Picnic. Thanks to Adele 
Saunders for making her house and 
yard available for the event. Join in 
on the work and the fun; donõt let 
Michigan continue to drift backward 
environmentally.

SEMG     17  Green 
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gBook Reviews
by Ed McArdle, Conservation Chair

       Perhaps like you, I sometimes  
find it hard to set aside time to read a 
good book. Articles and newsletters 
seem more likely to fit our busy life-
styles. Recently, however, I read two 
books on issues that our Southeast 
Michigan Group is currently working 
on that were so informative and com-
pelling that I wanted to share them 
with you.

Living Downstream 
by Sandra Steingraber
       Sandra was diagnosed with 
bladder cancer when she was only 
29 years old.  Of course, doctors then 
said that it was probably caused by 
heredity because other members of 
her family had also contracted the 
disease. But Susan was adopted.  
This fact led her to look for envi-
ronmental causes. Because of her 
personal trauma and the fact that she 
is both a poet and a biologist, this is 
a book that falls into the òhard to put 
downó category. 
       Living Downstream is a landmark 
book on the scale of Rachel Carsonõs 
Silent Spring. Steingraber describes 
our journey from a carbohydrate 
based economy to our present 
poisoning by the petro-chemical 
industries, showing how little we 
have learned since the days of Silent 
Spring. How is it, she asks, that we 
allowed these chemical companies 
access to our DNA and our genetic 
material with so little resistance? 
She details the many connections 
in our daily lives between our use of 
chemicals, pesticides, plastics and 
how incinerators contaminate our 

food supply and impact our health. 
Steingraber describes how things 
could be different, showing us there 
are alternatives to poisoning our-
selves and future generations.  Her 
book eloquently validates the Clubõs 
constant and persistent opposition to 
incineration. 

The Geography of Nowhere 
Home From Nowhere 
by James Kunstler
       This is the essential book for 
anyone who opposes urban sprawl 
or for anyone who is looking for the 
common denominator that explains 
the decline of our human centered 
communities. We instinctively sense 
that there is something wrong with 
our auto-crazed society but perhaps 
we canõt quite put it into words.
       Kuntsler expresses his distress 
with a vocabulary that is both angry 
and humorous. He shows how, 
because of the automobile, we have 
created scary and ugly places that 
all look the same and therefore could 
be anywhere or nowhere. The author 
describes how much we lost when 
the automobile destroyed downtowns 
and the civic life of places large and 
small. The interaction that is lost 
between people of different cultures 
and income is especially evident in 
the Detroit region, and Kuntsler uses 
Detroit as an example of how things 
can go so wrong. But he also gives 
examples of how to tame the auto 
monster. 
       Kuntsler looks for the solution 
through architecture, beauty and 
design. For instance, wide tree lined 
sidewalks with parallel parking put at 
least two barriers of safety between 
pedestrians and traffic that encourage 
foot traffic. This is one of the keys to 
successful downtowns. After reading 
these books, you can better under-
stand how we came to ònowhereó and 
how we can get òsomewhereó.
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9/5 Dodge Brothers Park Hike. 
Enjoy the surprising diversity of an 
urban park along the Clinton River at 
the end of Dodge Park 
Road and Utica Road, 
Sterling Heights. This 
will be a brisk-paced 
7-mile hike along paved 
trails shared with some 
wheeled vehicles (bikes, rollerblad-
ers). Slower movers can linger 
behind. Meet 9 a.m. at the SMART 
parking lot, southeast corner of Van 
Dyke and Metro Parkway in Sterling 
Heights (between the two banks). 
Bring bug stuff, water.  Optional res-
taurant stop after. Leader, June Cox, 
(248) 435-9522.

9/11 (Saturday) Outings Scheduling 
Meeting. This is open to everyone 
interested in doing or learning about 
outings. You are welcome to join 
us in a fun-filled evening, beginning 
with a potluck dinner at 6 p.m., then 
participate in the planning meeting 
for the next quarter at 7 p.m. We will 
meet at Bev and Marshallõs house, 
5121 Thorncroft, Royal Oak. Call 
(248)280-4975 for more directions.

9/12 Nature Photography 101. Join 

Raymond Abramson and Joy Lovio, 
two experienced photographers who 
will share basics on how to improve 
your nature pictures. Outing is 
geared for single lens reflex users, 
but point-and-shooters can benefit. 
Starts with introductory instructional 

material and then 
moves to the field. 
Meeting time will 
be 8 a.m. (for the 
best light). Call after 
9/1 for meeting place 

and field location. Bring: 2 rolls of 
color print film: 1 400 and 1 either 800 
or 1000 (for possible low light condi-
tions); camera instruction manual; 
fresh or spare battery; shutter cable 
or tripod (if you have them); and 
something to sit on (mat, pad, stool). 

Outings are scheduled for Sunday unless 
otherwise indicated. Outings fee is $1.00, 
unless otherwise noted. Everyone is 
welcome! Call the Trip Leader for more 
details. All hikes begin at the trailhead. 
PLEASE NOTE: because of park and 
facility regulations, and as a courtesy 
to other hikers and campers, pets and 
radios or tape players are not welcome 
on outings.

Interested in impromptu hikes 
on Friday mornings?
Call Bev. (248) 280-4975.
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