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EXPLORE,  ENJOY,  AND PROTECT THE PLANET

by Kay Cumbow, Hal Newnan, Ed 
McArdle, and Rita Jack 1.

The Sierra Club nationally 
and locally is opposed to nuclear 
power generation with its toxic 
life cycle of mining, process-
ing, enrichment, construction, 
transport, operation, disposal 
and decommissioning. All of 
these incur huge financial and 
public health costs. Because 
nuclear power integrally 
fits into nuclear weapons  
manufacture and provides 
targets of opportunity for 
terrorists, there are many other 
troubling aspects surrounding it, in the 
realms of secrecy and deception, risks 
and benefits, and politics.  

We Sierra Club activists refuse to 
fear monger and yet we advise public 
scrutiny by all.  Why?  Recent polls have 
indicated that over 70% of Americans  
(wrongly) believe what the expensive PR 
campaigns of the electric power industry 
are saying: that nuclear power, along with 
coal, needs to be part of our electrical 
power solution. 

We advise the public differently: 
the least expensive and least damaging 
resources need to be brought in to 
work BEFORE building any additional 
coal OR nuclear power plants. What 
are these positive alternatives? Energy 
Efficiency (EE), providing the same 
service with less electricity, is BY FAR the 
least expensive, fastest, and cleanest way 
to go. Renewable Energy (RE), such as 

wind turbines and solar systems, are far 
safer, easier and quicker to build, and all 
things considered, less expensive to the 
consumer. EE and RE just make sense. For 
the most recent issue primer on nuclear 
go to the Michigan Chapter website, 
http://michigan.sierraclub.org/pdfs/

NuclearPowerIssuePrimer.pdf 
That said, here are some of 

the most urgent nuclear power 
issues that directly affect 
Michigan, either currently or in 
the future. Please see our SEMG 
website’s Conservation page 
(http://michigan.sierraclub.org/
semg/SEMG-CON-COM.htm) for 
more detailed information, timely 
updates, and opportunities for 
action.  

Proposed new reactors 
Michigan Region

Fermi 3 – This past Septem-
ber DTE (formerly Detroit Edison) 
applied to the Nuclear Regulato-

ry Commission (NRC) to construct a 1500 
MWe reactor next to the presently operat-
ing Fermi 2 and the failed Fermi 1 in Mon-
roe, MI. The price tag, so far, exceeds $10 
billion and is sure to go higher. Because of 
the tightened time line and the national
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SEMG General Membership meetings are 
held the 1st Thursday of each month from 
6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. at the Northwest Unitarian-
Universalist Church, 23925 Northwestern Hwy 
(located along the southbound US10 service 
drive between 9 & 10 Mile) in Southfield, MI. 

A potluck dinner is held monthly from 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. after which time the meet-
ing begins promptly from 7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.  If 
you are coming for the potluck portion of 
the evening, please bring a dish to pass!  For 
more info, contact Carol Izant, Program Chair 
at cogknot@yahoo.com or 248.352.6137.   All 
are welcome!

Schedule of Programs

Executive Committee 
The Executive Committee meets the 

second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. 
at 1723 W.  Fourteen Mile Road, just west of 
Crooks Road in Royal Oak.  

Conservation Committee 
The Global Warming Task Force of the  

Conservation Committee meets every third 
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m., at  1723 
W.  Fourteen Mile Road, just west of Crooks in 
Royal Oak.  

Political Committee

The Political Committee meets the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at Jimi’s 
restaurant on Washington, 1 block north of 
Lincoln (10 1/2 Mile) in Royal Oak.  

Executive Committee and 
Committee Chairs

Carol Izant ‘09.   .   .   .   . (248) 352- 6137
Chair, Programs Chair
cogknot@yahoo.com

Richard Kuszmar ‘09 . . (586) 264-1370
Vice-Chair/Publicity Chair

linneamari@aol.com
Jean Gramlich ‘10  .   .   . (810) 714-2343

Secretary/Membership Chair
jeangramlich@msn.com

Gloria Scicli  ‘10   .   .   .   .(248) 642-3069
Treasurer

gscicli@comcast.net
Ed McArdle ‘10.   .   .  .   .  (313) 388-6645

Conservation Committee Chair
ecoguy2@netzero.net

Tom Nagle ‘09 .  .  .  .  .  .  . (248) 577-1282
Conservation Committee  Co-Chair

Alternate Rep to Chapter
tnagle@comcast.net

Vacancy .  .  .  .  .  .  (----) ---------------
Fundraising Chair

-
Hal Newnan ‘09  .   .   .  .  .(586) 360-4998

Rep to Chapter, Webmaster, 
ACTIVIST Publisher

 hnewnan@sbcglobal.net
Greg Burke ‘10   .   .   .   .  (248) 756-2882

gregoryjamesburke@yahoo.com 
Dave Wolf ‘10   .   .   .   .  (248) 496-9604

dave_wolf@comcast.net

 
Phil Crookshank  .   .   (248) 797-2885

Outings Chair

wanderphil1@yahoo.com

Vacancy .  .  .  .  .  .  (----) ---------------

Political Committee Chair)

Joanne Cantoni .  .  .  .  .  (248) 932-5370

Outings Coordinator

joannecantoni@netzero.net

Lydia Fischer .   .   .   .   .   (734) 994-3582

ACTIVIST Editor

Lydfisch@mindspring.com

You are encouraged to contact these 
individuals and get involved!  It’s 
your chance to make a difference 
in the quality of life you endorsed 
when you joined the Sierra Club.  

The Activist is printed on recycled paper.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
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Outings Committee
The Outings Committee meets mid-

month in March, June, September and 
December to schedule outings.  Check Activist 
or web site for complete details.     

Thursday, February 5, 2009

“Fermi 3: Coming to a City Near You?!” 
Presented by Michael Keegan, Don’t Waste Michigan, and Kay Cumbow, CACC

Federal officials are asking the public to suggest issues that should be considered 
during an upcoming review of the environmental impact of building and operating 
the proposed Fermi 3 nuclear power plant near Monroe, MI. While it is generally agreed 
within the environmental community that we must end our reliance on coal-based 
energy facilities, opinions regarding nuclear energy remain varied. Please attend this 
important meeting and get the latest on the proposed addition to DTE’s nuclear power 
conglomeration from one of Michigan’s most thoroughly educated and longtime 
opponents of the industry.

Thursday, March 5, 2009

“Inching Toward a Unified Regional Transit System:
Progress on the Home Front for Greater Detroit”
by Megan Owens, Transportation Riders United (TRU) 

In early December 2008, the leaders of Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb Counties plus 
the City of Detroit unanimously approved an official regional transit plan. It provides a 
good balance of immediate improvements in bus service and coordination. As well, 

. . .continued on page 3
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Programs. . .continued from page 2

it has established a long term effort to develop rapid transit 
throughout Metro Detroit. Within the next 3 years, it calls for 
the region’s first light rail line on Woodward Avenue, the first 
regional commuter train between Detroit, Metro Airport and Ann 
Arbor, and “Arterial Rapid-Transit” along most major corridors. A 
strong regional plan is one of the four critical steps that have 
to occur in order to develop a quality regional transit system. 
The unanimous regional support bodes well for the creation of 
an official regional authority (AKA a new and improved DARTA). 
Step by step, inch by inch… I think we can, I think we can! Let’s 
get on board and ensure that this broad new support translates 
into a new direction in transportation priorities for greater 
Detroit. Please join us!

Thursday, April 2, 2009

TBA/Check our website for updates

Thursday, May 7, 2009

TBA/Check our website for updates

Thursday, June 4, 2009

TBA/Check our website for updates

By Hal Newnan, 
SEMG ExCom

This article may help you, or someone 
you know, to take action in your own 
communities, so “listen up”! 

The membership of Sierra Club’s South-
east Michigan Group (SEMG) resides in four 
counties: Macomb, Oakland, Wayne and St. 
Clair.  Unfortunately, Sierra Club and SEMG’s 
presence has been almost entirely absent in 
St. Clair Co. despite the 700+ members in the 
greater Port Huron area. 

For the record, members in Macomb 
Co. were not totally “plugged in” either, until 
a little over a year ago.  Under the strong 
leadership of Mitch Mitchell, SEMG’s Political Committee 
Chair, Macomb has felt the presence of the Sierra Club as we 
endorsed candidates in the primary and general elections this 
past year. 

Since I live in Warren, Macomb members and residents 
have also benefited from my election to the SEMG Executive 
Committee (ExCom), and my successful efforts in getting the 
Warren Sierra Club Cool Cities Team up and going to the point 
that it is now self-sustaining. But St. Clair Co. has been on my 
mind as I’ve become acquainted with serious environmental 

problems in that 
region.

If you want to 
know how severe 
some of those are, I 
suggest you watch a 
movie, The Beloved 
Community, about 
how Sarnia, ON, the 
refinery town across 
the St. Clair River 
from Port Huron, 
faces the toxic 
legacy of Canada’s 
p e t r o c h e m i c a l 
industry. In the 

movie, researchers document in detail various ill-effects on the 
native Canadian community. (Michigan Coalition for Human 
Rights Presents, MCHR Office 313-579-9071, www.mchr.org).

Going through my mind were questions like, “What else 
is going on there? How can we get our members to take 
leadership positions and effective action? I consulted with our 
ExCom, and our Chapter Office in Lansing, and came up with a 
plan and assistance from both the Group and the Chapter 

	 . . .continued on page 12

Organizing in St. Clair County to Protect Our Environment

By Mitch Mitchell, 
Political Committee Chair

It’s election night, November 4th 2008, and I find myself 
at the Troy Hilton banquet room awaiting election results 
with a couple of hundred rabid political fanatics. These are 
ordinary citizens who have volunteered their efforts and given 
their money to see that change sweeps into their political 
representation. Originally organized for the Gary Peters for 
Congress campaign, this is an Obama crowd. The beer is cold 
and the excitement is high. Anticipation fills the room to a 
bursting point. 

If one could somehow harness the pent-up energy in this 
room, we could cancel plans for one of those coal-fired power 
plants currently on the drawing board in Michigan. Local can-
didates and current officials are announced as they enter the 
door to raucous applause. Lt. Governor Cherry ventures from 
table to table, pressing the flesh. People can’t help but smile as 
they talk to one another. It’s like the moment before a concert 
starts or a Superbowl kicks off. Only this time it’s your favorite 
band or team taking center stage. All the local news stations 
have set up shop in the middle of the room and periodic harsh 
lights appear as they interview the faithful and hopeful. 

Something is about to happen here.
The SEMG Political Committee has been working

...POLITICS continued on page 6

UNPRECEDENTED SUCCESS
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Nukes...Continued from p. 1

effort to fast track nuclear, we have only 
until Feb. 9, 2009 to make comments 
on DTE’s Environmental Review for 
a proposed Fermi 3, to determine 
issues to be considered in its  
Environmental Impact Study (EIS). 
NRC Informational Meetings and 
also “Scoping Meetings” for public 
comment are scheduled in Monroe.  

It is critical that people turn out at 
these public hearings and also send 
in comments. For more details, please 
see our Conservation webpage (when 
you see “(More)” please do the same). 
Get details about the EIS Review, the 
Application, the Economic Simplified 
Boiling Water Reactor (ESBWR - 
that has not yet been approved), 
registration procedures, and more(!) 
on the website. 

Canadian side of Lake Huron 
Bruce Power is proposing 4 new 

reactors (in addition to the 8 current 
reactors) near Kincardine, Ontario, on the 
shores of Lake Huron. The Bruce site, with 
the adjacent Ontario Power Generation 
waste site, comprises the largest nuclear 
facility in North America. Please see 
our website regarding opportunities 
to comment on the current EIS and the 
upcoming joint panel hearing process. 
(More) 

Nuclear waste dumps
Michigan – With the Barnwell dump 

in South Carolina closing, Michigan’s 
reactors have no dumpsite for class “B” 
and “C” wastes and are storing these 
wastes onsite, which could create future 
problems. (More)

Ontario - Ontario Power Generation 
has proposed a Deep Geological 
Repository beneath the shores of Lake 
Huron at the Western Waste Management 
Facility (WWMF), adjacent to the Bruce 
Nuclear Generating Station. This proposed 
dump, located approximately 1Km from 
the shoreline, would be for 20 Ontario 
reactors’ wastes. There are concerns that 
this dump could become THE dump for 
all of Canada’s wastes, including irradiated 
fuel. Potential leaks from this dump could 
contaminate groundwater and/or Lake 
Huron. The dump would be upstream  
of the major drinking water intakes 

for southeast Michigan.  The Macomb 
County Commission and other Michigan 
municipalities have passed resolutions 
opposing the dump. (More)

Uranium exploration /  
future mining

Michigan has at least two sites in the 
U.P. where companies are prospecting 
for uranium. Mining may also resume 
in Northern Ontario near the already 
contaminated Elliot Lake in the vicinity of 
Lake Huron. No uranium mining has ever 
been done without harm to water, land, 
air and humans. (More)

Global Nuclear Energy 
Partnership (GNEP)

Both the U.S. and Canada have joined 
the GNEP, an international organization 
with 25 member nations.. The GNEP would 
encourage partner countries to build 
nuclear reactors, in exchange for allowing 
only a few countries (including the U.S.) to 
reprocess their irradiated fuel. The premise 
is that this so-called “recycling” of irradiated 
fuel would limit non-proliferation, and 
reduce the need for storage of lethal 
high-level wastes. In reality, reprocessing 
creates at least 20% more radioactive 
wastes (Union of Concerned Scientists), 
subjects workers and communities to 
greater contamination, and spreads the 
chance of permanent contamination 
through transport accidents or incidents 
worldwide. (More)

EPA’s plans to gut radiological 

standards for drinking water
This fall, the Committee to Bridge 

the Gap discovered USEPA had plans 
to gut U.S. radiological standards for 

drinking water. See: http://www.
committeetobridgethegap.org/
Michigan in process of becoming 
an NRC “Agreement State”

Michigan is also in process 
of becoming an NRC “agreement 
state”. The state would then receive 
the fees that the NRC receives 
now.  Once an “Agreement State,” 
Michigan could not make stricter 
standards for radioactive materials 
than the NRC allows. (More)

No place for the waste
Michigan already has 4 

aging commercial reactors 
(Palisades at South Haven, Cook 
1 & 2 at Bridgman, and Fermi 2 at 
Monroe) all with recent histories 

of serious operational “events” 
such as fires, security breaches, 

radiation leakage and other problems.  
Currently, all reactors keep irradiated 
fuel onsite. These deadly wastes must be 
cooled in large pools of water for years, 
and then transferred to metal casks, with 
concrete shielding, to ensure cooling. It 
is questionable if the proposed national 
dump at Yucca Mountain will ever open, 
due to serious, unresolved safety issues. 
At the former site of the Big Rock Point 
reactor near Charlevoix, pressure from 
citizen groups has temporarily halted a 
plan to convert the land into a state park, 
and high-level waste sits encapsulated on 
site. 

The Enrico Fermi 1 reactor, the 
subject of the book We Almost Lost 
Detroit, published in 1975, is yet to be 
fully decommissioned due to volatility 
of the liquid sodium. We are finding that 
decommissioning a nuclear plant may 
cost  more than the initial construction. 
(More)

Ahead of us we have a big job of 
informing the public, including our 
own members and legislators, on the 
many problems with nuclear power. 
But we believe that with the help of our 
members and friends we can get the 
media to cover our side of the issue for a 
better tomorrow.
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Nuclear Power Facility 
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Italia Millan, 
Rochester ECOs Chair

Armed with maps, road paint 
and stencils with the message 
‘DUMP NO WASTE, DRAINS TO 
RIVER’, enthusiastic members of 
the Sierra Club Rochester ECOs 
group hit the streets of Roches-
ter Hills and Auburn Hills to raise 
awareness amongst neighbors 
about storm drain pollution and 
the importance of protecting 
our water sources. Working with 
the cities, other community out-
reach organizations and addi-
tional volunteer help, this com-
bined effort of environmental 
activism and urban graffiti re-
sulted in over 400 storm drains 
stenciled in 2008 and close to 800 since 
the project started two years ago.  

Rochester ECOs is a local grass-
roots group of friendly environmental 
activists striving to make a difference in 
our community. Storm drain stenciling 
is just one of many activities and events 
that the group holds on a regular basis 
to educate residents -- from 5th graders 
to old crusaders -- about how our 
actions impact our water quality and to 
encourage them to take action to protect 
our planet. Understanding the value of 
partnerships, Rochester ECOS has teamed 

up with organizations and businesses 
with common goals including Clean 
Water Action, Clinton River Watershed 
Council, Whole Foods, St. John Fisher 
Earth Ministry, Local-Motion, Oakland 
University, and UHEAC, among others, in 
organizing lectures, tabling events, movie 
screenings, stream water monitoring, 
workshops, library displays, etc.  

Rochester ECOs was born 4 years ago 
as part of the Sierra Club’s Oakland County 
Building Environmental Communities 
(BEC) Campaign, whose main purpose 
was to empower people to become 

environmental activists 
and leaders in their 
own communities. 
Although the BEC 
has been phased 
out, Rochester ECOs 
remains proof of the 
campaign’s success. 
Based in Rochester 
Hills, our group is also 
active in Rochester, 
Auburn Hills and Orion 
and has members from 
surrounding cities as 
far as St. Clair Shores! 
The group is entirely 
run by volunteers and, 
as of 2009 has become 
part of Sierra Club’s 
Great Lakes Program  

(www.sierraclub.org/greatlakes/) to 
further our work on water issues. 
Although our main focus is water quality 
and protecting the Great Lakes, we 
also actively help in other Sierra Club 
campaigns and events, such as coal 
and energy, including the Cool Cities 
Campaign. We meet every month over 
coffee (or tea!) to discuss and plan our 
activities. You can check our calendar on-
line at www.meetup.com/RochesterEcos/ 
or contact us at rochesterecos@
gmail.com. We have many exciting 
events coming up and we would love 
to have SEMG members join us!

Rochester ECOs - Effective and Fun

Photo courtesy of Italia Millan
Rochester Ecos

http://www.sierraclub.org/greatlakes/
http://www.meetup.com/RochesterEcos/
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By Dave Llewellyn, 
2008 Fundraising Chair

Your local Sierra Club Group’s good works depend on two 
things: dedicated volunteers, and money.  Each year, about this 
time, the SEMG Executive Committee gets together and agrees 
on the fund raising plan for the year.  Last year we were challenged 
to do something different for a change.  After several years of 
excellent pasta dinners, our chief cook (and Group Chair) was 
going on strike.  It was time for something new.

After evaluating and discussing 
numerous ideas, it was agreed that a dinner 
cruise on the Detroit River would meet all 
of our fundraising requirements: fun, food, 
drink, friends, and an environmental target.  
The only question remaining was “how much 
would our members pay for this cruise, and 
how many of them would sign-up?  How 
many of us would drive to Wyandotte 
to board the boat?  For how many of us 
would this be our first visit to Wyandotte?

On March 15, 2008 the fund-raising 
committee bit the bullet and paid a large, non-refundable 
deposit to reserve a Diamond Jack boat for the evening of Friday, 
September 19th.  We had six months to sell 110 tickets for this 
event.  In addition, we had to select a theme for the event, book 
a speaker, arrange alternative transportation to Wyandotte, plan 
publicity and communications, advertise, print tickets and flyers, 
sell tickets, confirm insurance, and don’t worry - be happy.

Fast-forward to August 12 (five weeks to cast-off).  Publicity 
is well underway, flyers are out, emails have been sent, all of 
the fundraising committee members’ friends and families 
have been solicited. A grand total of 24 tickets have been sold!  
Panic?  No; just work harder and get help from the ExCom 
members.  We only had to sell 50 more tickets to break even, 
and avoid loosing money on this fund raising event.  

Fast forward again to Friday, September 19th.  It’s a beautiful 
day in Wyandotte.  The bus from Royal Oak is a winner.  The 

Diamond Belle is FULL (ticket sales had to 
be cut off).  The presentation by Bob Burns, 
Detroit Riverkeeper, was enlightening and 
interesting.  The views from the Detroit 
River, both before and after sunset, were 
striking.  The 110 Sierra members and 
guests enjoyed renewing old friendships 
and making new ones.  And, most of all, we 
contributed $4,000 to SEMG’s 2009 funds to 
carry on our work in preserving, protecting, 
and enjoying the environment.

Thanks to the fund raising committee, 
who made this possible: Carol Izant, Tom 

Nagle, Gloria Scicli, Dave Wolf, and Cindy Gunnip.  Thanks to 
the ExCom members and their helpers, who assisted with 
publicity and arm-twisting.  And, most of all, thanks to all who 
supported this event by buying tickets and sponsor tickets, and 
making extra contributions for the works of the Sierra Club.

We’ll do it all again in 2009!

FUND RAISING PARADOX 

GREEN POLITICS: UNPRECEDENTED SUCCESS WITH ENDORSEMENTS
POLITICS. . .continued from page 3

towards this day for over a year. Everything we have done, every 
meeting we convened, every decision we debated, every report 
we wrote, every vote we took, every letter we sent, every phone 
call we made, every endorsement we recommended was to 
culminate on this night. It can be a frightening and anxious 
experience to have all your hopes tied up in one kit bag. But if 
hope was a horse, we would own a ranch. Our Committee had 
an air of confidence about our endorsed candidates. This is the 
furnace we have been stoking for a year; this is the drought-
ending monsoon we have been predicting.  For a year we have 
targeted our priorities and have made sure that our candidates 
deserved a Sierra Club endorsement. At stake is nothing less 
than the future of Michigan and the Michigan Chapter of the 
Sierra Club. Will we have the pro-environmental representation 
that our citizens deserve? The SEMG endorsed 41 candidates 
in this cycle. How many will win and promote the Sierra Club 
issues and objectives? 

As each new state is announced for Obama, a huge eruption 
of cheering and high-fives ensue. As the night wore on, each (POLITICS continued on page 9) 

The Diamond Belle

Left to Right: Mitch Mitchell, Gary Peters, and Hal Newnan
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By Shirley Bavonese, 
SEMG Green Cruise Committee

The August 2008 Green Cruise was a 
great success drawing about 450 people! 
They came with their GREEN human 
transportation, that is their bikes, tennis 
shoes, roller skates, skateboards, wagons 
and even a bike-car designed by a Royal 
Oak artist.  Best of all news -- we are 
preparing to do it all again this year!

The 2008 event kicked off with two 
organized bike rides and ended in time 
for the Green Cruise parade. A six-feet 
beautifully hand-painted Earth Ball 
led the parade.  Behind the Earth Ball, 
grown-ups and kids bounced to the beat 
with ten participating drummers.  Sen. 
Carl Levin came to support the Green 
Cruise and join the walkers to Geary 
Park, in Ferndale.  Cold fruit smoothies 
and veggie wraps were available from 
vendors, and Pinwheel Bakery was there 
to sell their chocolate chip cookies.  
Children and the Green Queen ran about 
the park tossing and rolling the big Earth 
Ball. Others visited the Commitment 
Walk, a row of tents set up to help people 
reduce their impact on the Earth.  There 
we could learn about composting with 
earth worms, using rain-barrels to irrigate 
home gardens and reducing waste 
through recycling.  Whole Foods, one of 
the many vendors that came to support 
a healthy planet, offered a slice of chilled 
watermelon to help make their point.  REI 
was there advertising tune-ups for bikes 

and joined with Continental bikes to 
support the greenest of transportation. 
The crowd was entertained throughout 
the day with a folk band added to the 
drumming circle. Speakers were on hand 
to further educate the crowd on healing 
the planet. Rev. Morris from Wyandotte 
shared thoughtful and inspiring words 
with the crowd.  Trevor Johnson talked 
about his pet project, the Ferndale 
Community Garden, and about the 
importance of buying from local farmers 
to reduce our carbon footprint.

This year we are aiming for between 
800 to 900 people to join us on August 8, 
2009!   We are looking forward to hosting 
more musicians, offer more refreshments, 
and set up wider opportunities for 
children and families to play games and 

create Earth Art. Three bike rides will 
be available (depending on experience 
level) followed by the parade, expected 
to begin at 11 a.m.  Plans will be posted in 
the Sierra Club website (www.michigan.
sierraclub.org/semg) to keep ourselves, 
and everybody interested, updated on 
the details.

You can have a special place in all 
this: we are in need of volunteers.  Please 
come and help out with this wonderful 
event!  We meet the first Sunday of 
every month at 1:00 p.m. at the Royal 
Oak Sierra Club office, to discuss the 
development of the Green Cruise. Be a 
part of the magic! 

Contact Shirley Bavonese at 
shirleybav@gmail.com if you are 
interested in helping out. Keep It Green!
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GREEN CRUISING
Join Us!

 

An Invite to Explore Downriver in the Winter – February 1 .
By Joanne Cantoni, 
SEMG Outings Coordinator

Sometimes the spirit is willing but the flesh isn’t quite up to it!  If you have thought about joining one of the SEMG hikes but 
just haven’t gotten around to it or if you think you might not quite be in shape for something as vigorous as 5 miles, hilly terrain, 
brisk pace, we have just the thing for you.  SEMG Conservation Chair and avid outdoors person Ed McArdle is heading out to Lake 
Erie Metropark on February 1 for a slow-paced walk designed to look for and identify migrating and over-wintering avian friends.  
Tundra swans may be seen on their migration and depending on conditions and open water, there may be eagles and others.  This 
park is completely level and the paths are mostly protected from the wind, except the areas directly on the lake front.

After Lake Erie, Ed’s plan is to head to Humbug Marsh International Wildlife Refuge to explore the new trails there.  This WLF is 
the only international refuge in the US and preserves a rare ecosystem, the marshlands along the Detroit River which, in most places, 
were long ago backfilled to provide marine, shipping and manufacturing facilities.

Because of the slow pace and nearness to open water (and wind), you will need to dress very warmly with layered garments, 
mittens or gloves, scarf, hat and ear covering.  Bring some water and a trail snack as this will be an easy but long excursion.  After, 
those who wish can have a meal together at an historic restaurant later.  If you want more information, see the Outings calendar for 
February 1 or call Ed at 313-388-6645.

http://www.michigan.sierraclub.org/semg
http://www.michigan.sierraclub.org/semg
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By Melissa Damaschke, Sierra Club 
Great Lakes Representative

The Great Lakes currently provide 
drinking water to over 42 million people.  
Yet not everyone in the region can afford 
this vital resource, especially in Detroit’s 
unfortunate economic situation. The 
need to upgrade aging water and sewage 
infrastructure is placing an unaffordable 
cost on residents, resulting in water being 
turned off in thousands of homes.  

In addition, this aging infrastructure is 
causing pollution to 
our Great Lakes.  The 
Detroit Wastewater 
Treatment Facility is 
the largest discharg-
er in the Great Lakes 
basin, processing 
between 700 million 
and 1 billion gallons 
of municipal and in-
dustrial wastewater 
each day.  Heavy rain-
fall events or melting 
snow often overload 
the system, causing 
sewage overflows. 
According to Michi-
gan’s Department of 
Environmental Qual-
ity, over 24 billion 
gallons of raw and partially treated raw 
sewage overflowed into the Detroit and 
Rouge Rivers from January to early De-
cember of 2008.

A combined sewage overflow 
happens during and after wet weather 
events, when rainwater or melting snow 
overloads many combined sewer systems.  
In such instances, large volumes of 
untreated domestic sewage and industrial 
wastewater flow directly into local water 
bodies.  

In the Detroit area, combined sewage 
overflows are more likely to contain 
industrial waste in concentrations that 
have the potential to negatively impact 
water quality.  The wastewater treatment 
facility treats industrial waste from over 
250 major industries.  The facility has 
approximately 80 outfalls to deal with its 
heavy burden of wastewater.  According 

to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, the facility has lenient oil and 
grease pretreatment limits.  In the event 
of a combined sewage overflow, the 
pretreated material that bypasses the 
Detroit Wastewater Treatment Facility 
and is discharged in the Detroit and 
Rouge Rivers may contain industrial 
waste, including oil, grease, and other 
materials.  Historically, the Detroit facility 
has had difficulties complying with permit 
requirements.

Pollution from combined sewage 

overflows causes considerable damage, 
including drinking water contamination, 
beach closings, algal blooms, basement 
backups, waterborne illness, closed fishing 
grounds, loss of tourism, and depressed 
property values.

The high cost of upgrading and 
expanding the aging sewage system, 
among other things, forced the Detroit 
Water and Sewerage Department to raise 
its water rates numerous times in recent 
years.  Water—a basic human right—
became unaffordable to many residents, 
thousands of whom had their water shut 
off because of a failure to pay their bills. 

The City of Detroit has now adopted 
the Water Affordability Plan, which when 
implemented will help protect low income 
residents from water shutoffs.

This Detroit story highlights 
the connections between sewage 

infrastructure and drinking water and 
the critical importance of adequately 
maintaining both systems while keeping 
them affordable and available. 

Just as is true in the Detroit system, 
many sewage treatment plants in the 
Great Lakes region are old and failing, 
unable to keep up with the demands of a 
growing population and increased service 
areas.  We must repair our aging sewage 
treatment infrastructure to prevent the 
continued release of raw sewage into our 
Great Lakes. 

Just as we all have to do regular 
maintenance on our houses or cars, 
it is time for our government officials 
to do some maintenance and repair 
work on this basic infrastructure 
to protect our Great Lakes without 
placing our drinking water supply 
out of reach of our lower income 
residents.

What can you do to help?
Disconnect your downspouts
If you live in an urban area 

where your downspouts are 
connected directly to the storm 
sewer, disconnect them and use 
rain barrels or a rain garden to 
capture and use storm water on 
your own property.  This will reduce 
the amount of water going to 

the sewage treatment plant during 
heavy rains and will help prevent sewage 
overflows.

Install a rain barrel
Rain barrels collect rainwater from 

downspouts and prevent it from running 
onto paved areas and eventually into 
the sewers and our lakes.  The collected 
rainwater can instead be reused for 
activities such as watering dry parts of 
your lawn or watering your plants.

Get involved 
To get involved with Sierra Club’s 

Great Lakes Program, contact: 
Melissa Damaschke at 

313-965-0055 or melissa.damaschke@
sierraclub.org.  

Also, go to: 
www.sierraclub.org/greatlakes to read 
more about what you can do to restore 
and protect the Great Lakes.

Aging Water Infrastructure Pollutes and Can Result In Shut-offs

Photo courtesy of Melissa
View of Detroit, MI from Belle Isle 

http://www.sierraclub.org/greatlakes
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Stay in the loop.  Log on to - http://michigan.sierraclub.org/semg

POLITICS. . .continued from page 6

new result for Gary Peters looked strong 
against incumbent Joe Knollenberg 
in the 9th Congressional. But what of 
our other candidates? The results and 
information were in short supply and I 
was starting to get anxious. I felt like a 
parent missing their child’s graduation 
ceremony. I had invested much of my 
heart into so many campaigns. Not 
knowing how they were doing was 
driving me nuts! As much as I enjoyed 
celebrating with my peers, I left the warm 
embrace of the crowd to go home and 
watch the election in the seclusion of 
my dark living room. Surfing the County 
Clerks websites on my computer, I was 
able to see raw vote totals coming in. As 
each vote came in, I felt my spirit lifting.

As Gary Peters was giving his victory 
speech on the news, it was clear that 
the SEMG federal candidates won all 
of their elections. In Oakland County 
we now have a long-time Sierra Club 
member for our Congressman. Quite 
a switch from when we had an LCV 
Dirty Dozen member making our 

environmental decisions.
In the State House elections, 

SEMG endorsed candidates won 14 
races out of 16. In each County, we 
either met or surpassed our objectives. 
In Wayne County, two House seats that 
had been held by anti-environmental 
Representatives were now held by Sierra 
Club endorsed candidates. Oakland 
County saw Sierra Club- endorsed Lisa 
Brown take an open seat. In Macomb 
County, environmental champion Sarah 
Roberts won a hotly contested race that 
Sierra Club members worked extensively 
on. We also helped Jennifer Haase win 
in a district that has been traditionally 
anti-environment. In addition to these 
seats, the Sierra Club held every seat 
that was previously held by a Sierra 
Club- endorsed rep. What this all means 
is that we have many more House 
legislators with whom our Legislative 
Committee can work. These are people 
who not only will support Sierra Club 
legislation (and understand it without 
further education) but possibly will 
sponsor and introduce our initiatives.

In County Commission races, the 

SEMG candidates won 17 races and 
lost only 3. Our greatest success was in 
Macomb County where we won all our 
races, ending up with a Commission 
much more environmentally friendly. 
This was important as the SEMG area 
works towards a regional mass transit 
system.  We still have some work to do in 
Oakland County but 2010 is just around 
the corner!

All in all, the SEMG Political 
Committee enjoyed unprecedented 
success in getting endorsed candidates 
elected this cycle. Out of 41 races, 
we were successful in 36 of them. 
This result will help bring better 
environmental protection to this area 
and to our wonderful State. 

I personally want to thank every 
member of the Political Committee 
for their tireless efforts in making this 
election one that every Sierra Club 
member can be proud. I also want to 
thank every Sierra Club member who 
volunteered for a candidate, gave 
money, featured a yard sign and most 
important, voted for a Sierra Club 
endorsed candidate.   - Mitch

By Jean Gramlich, 
SEMG Secretary and MI Chapter Chair

As I write, it is early December, and 
the gardens have been put to bed for the 
winter.  My neighbors have contributed 
128 bags of leaves, many of them nicely 
mulched with lawn mowers, to the cause of 
my organic garden.  I have broadcast slow-
acting organic fertilizer to give everybody a 
boost in the spring.  The snow is blanketing 
everything including the cold frame where 
I am growing spinach and lettuce – a 
new experiment.  A few plants of lettuce 
survived last winter with no protection at 
all, so these guys should do fine.  I found 
a snow shovel on wheels on the internet, 
put it together, and found that using it is 
like pushing a baby stroller rather than 
hefting snow with a shovel.  I recycled last 
year’s garden catalogs when the first one 
for 2009 arrived in the mail.  I still need to 
clean and sharpen the garden tools in the 

garage if we have a warm day.
Last year my experiment with winter 

sowing was quite successful, and I plan 
to do it again.  I gathered wildflower and 
native grass seeds this fall and sometime 
after the winter solstice I will fashion pots 
from newspapers, plant the seeds, water 
them well, and then put them in a box with 
a cover that lets in light.  I will put the box 

on my front porch 
that is protected from 
the wind, check them 
for dryness once in 
a while, and then 
let nature take its 
course.  This method 
of planting duplicates 
the seasons including 
the freezing and 
thawing of Michigan’s 
winter and spring.  
Last year something 
grew in every pot, and 
some of the plants 

survived in my very small native prairie 
restoration spot by the pond despite being 
trampled by deer coming to get a drink.

Vulnerable shrubs and young trees 
have been sprayed with awful-smelling 
repellant to keep the deer and rabbits 

Continued on p. 12... 
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February

2/1 [E] Lake Erie Metropark & Humbug 
Marsh Winter Birding Explorer. 10 am. 

Meet at SW corner of parking lot be-
hind Dearborn Centennial Public Library 
on Michigan Ave. between Southfield & 
Greenfield. If we are lucky, we will find 
the tundra swans who migrate from the 
Arctic each winter, eagles, over-wintering 
water birds and who knows what else.  

Bring your binoculars and birding 
field guides and to identify what we find.  
Then on to Humbug Marsh International 
Wildlife Refuge to explore the new trails. 
Dress for a slow-paced outdoor nature 
adventure lasting well into the afternoon.  
Historic [R].  

Ed McArdle, 313-388-6645.

2/8 Seven Lakes State Park Hike. 
Noon. Let’s explore the trails that sur-
round Seven Lakes in its winter blanket. 
We will go at a moderate to brisk pace to 
keep our inner core warm; dress in layers. 

Meet in Bloomfield Hills behind 
the CVS pharmacy on the S.E. corner of 
Woodward & Square Lake Rd. (northeast 

end of lot).  [R]. 
JoEllen Lane, 586-431-3104.

2/15 Two Preserves Hike.  Noon. Enjoy 
about 5 miles of moderate-paced hiking 
through the woods and rolling terrain 
of the West Bloomfield nature trails and 
Orchard Lake Nature Preserve. Snow 
cover will give the preserves a different 
appearance from our usual spring visit 
to the heron rookery. Meet in Bloomfield 
Township in the Costco parking lot 
near McDonalds on Telegraph (east 
side) north of Square Lake Rd. [W].  

Inge, 248-338-0906.

2/21 (Sat.) Outings  
Scheduling Meeting. Cindy’s. 

2/22 Pointe Pelee, Ontario - Ice Hike. 9:30 
am. Join us for our 17th Annual Ice Hike. 
We are hoping for mounds of breaking-
up ice and snow pushed onto the Pointe 
by Lake Erie winter winds. If we get it, the 
vista will be spectacular! Dress warmly for 
2-3 hours of outdoor fun, exploring the 
interior trails of Pointe Pelee and climbing 
the snow piles out on the pointe. 

Meet behind the new Southfield 
library (Evergreen Road south of 11 Mile, 
east side): follow the drive just north of 
the library east and south until you are in 
front of the parks and recreation build-
ing. Bring passport, or birth certificate 
and picture ID, trail snacks and water. [R].  

Cindy Gunnip; 248-336-2984.

2/28 (Sat.) Maybury State Park Hike. 
11 am. Hike a moderately paced 3 miles 
through the interior of this 944 acre park 

watching for signs of small mammals 
and over wintering bluebirds and robins. 
Terrain is gently rolling with a variety 
of woods and fields. Rain or shine, dress 
accordingly. Meet at the park concession 
bldg, Eight Mile Rd. entrance, 1.5 miles 
west of Beck Rd. (and Northville) 5 miles 
west of I-275.  Entrance fee.  [R]. 

Tom Griebe, 248-349-8782.

March

3/1 Addison Oaks Winter Hike. 11 am. 
Hike 5-6 hilly miles on the mountain bike 
and old ski trails plus some paved paths, 
avoiding the newly developed camp-
ground. Moderate pace, woods and fields. 
Meet in Troy behind Bank of America on 
14 Mile Rd. just east of I-75 (south edge of 
Oakland Mall). [W] [R].  Optional restau-
rant stop after.  Joanne, 248-932-5370.
3/8 Pinckney Rec. Area Hike. 9:30 
am. Let’s look for the first signs of early 
spring in this hilly area of Pinckney. If 
the trails are in good condition we will 
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OUTINGS
2009

The Outings Committee tries to have a wide variety of outings throughout the year – something to appeal to each resident of our area.  
Everyone is welcome!

Outings fee is $1 unless otherwise noted.  All must sign a Sierra Club waiver to participate; to preview it, go to the web site at outings/
waiver.  All outings leave the meeting place at the noted time.  All trips begin at the trail head.  Call trip leader for more details.  Outings codes: 
[E] educational,  [C] Conservation,  [T] Trail Work.  [R] - Restaurant Stop, and [W] - Weather permitting, call if questionable

For complete schedule, visit SEMG web site at:  http://michigan.sierraclub.org/semg/SEMG - OUT.htm

General Outings Information

http://michigan.sierraclub.org/semg/SEMG - OUT.htm
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hike at a brisk pace about 11-13 miles, if 
the trails are covered with snow we will 
do 7-8 miles. Bring water, snack, hiking 
boots. Humor and smile-a must! 

Meet in Livonia on the southeast 
corner of Middlebelt & I-96 in the Costco 
lot nearest to Middlebelt & Jeffry’s Fwy 
at 9:30 or 10:45 at the trailhead at Silver 
Lake in the upper parking lot. [R]. 

Ewa, 734-756-5362.

3/15 Highland Rec. Area Hike. 10 am. 
We will be looking to see if March came 
in like a lion or a lamb as we hike 6 miles 
through wooded rolling terrain. The 
first signs of spring should be visible, 
come prepared for March weather with 
good boots, water and snacks. Meet 
in Bloomfield Township in the Costco 
parking lot near McDonalds on Telegraph 
(east side) north of Square Lake Rd.  [R]. 

Phil Crookshank, 248-797-2885.

3/21 (Sat.) Stony Creek Metropark Hike. 
Noon. Let’s warm up by hiking on the (not 
used) mountain bike trails. We’ll do 6-7 
miles, moderate to brisk pace, over varied 
terrain, enjoying the many scenic lookouts 
that bikers seldom pause to enjoy. 

Meet at noon in the park’s West 
Branch (B) parking lot. [W] [R].  

Bonnie, 248-589-2251.

3/28 (Sat.) Proud Lake Hike. 11 am. 
Hike about 5 miles at a moderate pace in 
this level, wooded park along the Huron 
River. 

Bring water & boots, goes rain or 
shine. Interesting bogs and river views 
with chance for skunk cabbage sightings. 
Optional restaurant stop after hike. 

From I-96 - exit 159, follow Wixom Rd. 
N. 7 miles, follow park signs to trail head 
parking lot east of ranger station.  [R]. 

Tom Griebe 248-349-8782.

3/29 Kensington Metropark Hike. 
Noon. Hike a moderately-paced 4-5 miles 
through the woods and around Wildwood 
Lake. Level terrain. Friendly black-capped 
chickadees, and maybe a deer or two, 
will be watching our progress! 

Meet in Southfield at Tel-12 Mall, S.E. 
corner of Telegraph and 12 Mile Rd. Park 
facing Telegraph, S. of the Marathon 
station. [R]. 

Inge,  248-338-0906.

April

4/19 [E] Matthaei Botanical Gardens 
Hike. 10 am. We will go at a moderate 
pace, slowing to enjoy the breathtaking 
displays of plants in the New World Garden, 
Rock Garden, European Garden, Herb 
Garden, Prairie Plants, Perennial Garden 
and Peony Garden. Whew! We will explore 
the multiple habitats of the wetlands 
and nature trails (about 5 miles). 

Bring water, hiking shoes and your 
smiling face and meet in Livonia on the 
southeast corner of Middlebelt and I-96 
in the Costco lot nearest to Middlebelt 
and Jeffries Frwy. [R]. 

Ewa, 734-756-5362.

4/26 Indian Springs MetroPark Hike. 
Noon. Let’s enjoy the warmth of April by 
hiking 5? miles at a moderate pace on the 
numerous nature trails, and then stop in 
for a half hour visit to the new Eco Center 
in the park. 

Meet in Southfield at Tel-12 Mall, S.E. 
corner of Telegraph and 12 Mile Rd. Park 
facing Telegraph, S. of the Marathon 
station. [R]. 

Pat & Tom Skinner, 517-552-9121.

May

5/10 [E] Maybury Mothers Day 
Wildflower Walk. 9:30am. Let’s start early 
so there is time for mothers day dinner 
after – we will do a slow paced 3-mile walk 
(2 hours) to usher in Spring and honor 

our Mother 
Earth and 
E a r t h l y 
Mothers! 17 
species of 
b l o o m i n g 
wildflowers 
guaranteed 
as we 
explore the 
forest trails. 
We will be 
s t o p p i n g 
often to I.D. 
them. Bring 
c a m e r a s , 
magnifiers, 
field guides, 
and meet 

near Northville at the Maybury State Park 
concession bldg, Eight Mile Rd. entrance, 
1-1/2 miles west of Beck Rd. 5 miles west 
of I-275. [R]. 

Phil Crookshank, 248-797-2885.

5/16-17 [E] Manistee River Trail 
Backpack. This weekend backpack 
will be a 20 mile loop of pure hiking 
and camping enjoyment, going up 
and down the riverside trail, watching 
whitetail deer and great blue herons 
with spectacular views of the river valleys 
and waterfalls. Also you will discover 
two unique bridges: an arched timber 
bridge and a suspension bridge – a must 
see that links the MRT with the NCT. For 
more details of this backpackers paradise, 
contact: Ewa at 734-756-5362 or,  
ewarosz@yahoo.com. 

5/30-31 [E] Jordan River Pathway 
Backpack. This weekend backpack will 
be an 18 mile loop that provides us an 
opportunity to become more intimate with 
the river and valley. Our route traverses 
hills and spring fed streams; we will explore 
wet areas and mixed pine forests. You will 
come to appreciate why this pathway 
is a dedicated wild and scenic area. 

For more details, contact  Ewa at 
734-756-5362 or,  
ewarosz@yahoo.com. 

For the Outings Schedule beyond 
this publication, check: http://michigan.
sierraclub.org/semg/SEMG - OUT.htm 
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St. Clair...Continued from p. 3

(thank you, Chapter Coordinator Amanda 
Hightree).

At the Green Gathering in Port Huron I 
went around asking the environmentalists 
present to sign up to be notified of the 
meetings of the St. Clair Co. Conservation 
Committee (a subcommittee of the SEMG 
Conservation Committee) I hoped we 
would schedule. About 40 people signed 
up; and, a local pastor offered us a free 
place to meet.

At our first meeting, after 
introductions, everyone had an 
opportunity to speak about their 
environmental concerns. 

 We covered lots of topics. Amanda 
gave an overview of the Club’s structure 
and how we fit in. We are the “feet on the 
ground,” helped along by the Michigan 
Chapter and the National levels, both of 

which provide us with an amazing array 
of support services and information; 
membership is inexpensive. 
At our November ‘08 meeting (our 3rd 
monthly meeting) Teresa A. Bertossi 
of Save the Wild UP (.org) gave a great 
presentation opposing plans for metal-
lic sulfide mining in the U.P. a position 
shared by Sierra Club and many other 
environmental groups in Michigan.

St. Clair Co. concerns 
Among the issues that concern us 

are: the Blue Water Bridge expansion and 
widening of I-69 through Port Huron; 
encroaching CAFO operations; nuclear 
dumps and shipments; the Bruce Reactors 
in Ontario, Ca.; air pollution and pollution 
of the St. Clair River stemming from the 
Sarnia refineries; and animal rights. We 
have our work cut out for us.  Please join 
our efforts by contacting Hal Newnan at  
hnewnan@sbcglobal.net

12

Musing Gardner...Continued from p. 9

from nibbling them. Some are surround-
ed by chicken wire to keep off the critters.  
During the winter I will do periodic checks 
to make sure my scheme is working.

Late February or early March brings 
my beautiful witch hazel into bloom.   
Not only are the flowers unique and 
gorgeous, but their fragrance is sweet and 
brings all sorts of native pollinators for their 
first taste of spring.

Then gardening really begins!  
Indoors I like to start special varieties of 
vegetables that are not easily available in 
nurseries (and besides that, tending them 
brings spring to my heart even as March in 
Michigan is acting like a lion).  I have a pretty 
simple set-up in my basement using an 
ancient porcelain kitchen table, fluorescent 
lights (no, you don’t need expensive special 
lights) on chains so the they can be raised as 
the plants grow, a timer and a small seedling 
heat mat to speed germination because 
my basement is not very warm.  I grow 
tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, cabbage, 
broccoli, parsley, basil, and this year maybe 
I will put in some annual flowers to fill in a 
new garden created in the fall.

Spring brings chores that didn’t get done 
in the fall.  Remember those garden tools?  
Clean and sharpen them NOW!  That fence 
that didn’t keep out the woodchuck needs 
to be repaired ASAP.  The promise of spring 
makes these tasks, not altogether pleasant 
in themselves, a fine way to spend a day.

Meanwhile, the daffodils are putting 
on a show.  I plant lots of daffs and alliums 
because critters don’t eat them.  They 
pop up in places where I forgot I planted 
them and are always a welcome surprise.  
The dogwoods, forsythia, redbud and 
viburnums are blooming or getting ready.  
Down in the wetland, the pussy willows 
have bloomed followed by the serviceberry, 
spicebush and marsh marigolds.

Writing these musings has made 
me ready for spring!  In the meanwhile, 
the snow covering the hillsides and tree 
branches will be beautiful enough to 
nourish my gardener’s soul.

By Gloria Scicli, 
SEMG Treasurer

The SEMG Executive Committee  
(Ex Com) is a group of nine volunteers who 
provide leadership for the Group. The Ex 
Com meets formally once a month. 
Every one is 
welcome to 
join these 
m e e t i n g s . 
Two mem-
bers who 
have served 
in an exem-
plary form 
have left 
their seats, David Llewellyn, our Fund-
raising Chair, and Ponti Ang, our ACTIV-
IST publisher.  

Each Ex Com member serves a 2 
year term.  At the end of their term, 
they must be re-nominated and run for 
re-election. Elections to fill the seats of 
the committee were held in November. 
Three standing members were re-
elected: Jean Gramlich, Ed McArdle and 
I. Jean has been the Michigan Chapter 
chair for the last 2 years and has served 

on the Ex Com for a number of years 
as Secretary and Membership Chair.  Ed 
has been an active member with the 
Sierra Club since 1981 and has served 
in a leadership role with both our local 
SEMG group and the Michigan Chapter. 
I have served as SEMG’s Treasurer for 

the past 8 
years.  

D a v e 
Wolf and 
Greg Burke 
were elected 
to replace the 
d e p a r t i n g 
members.  

D a v e 
has been involved with the Sierra 
Club since the early 1990’s; he is an 
active member of the SEMG Political 
Committee, a successful fundraiser 
and a strong advocate of sustainable 
energy sources.  

Greg’s pro-environment activities 
date back to 1993. He has spearheaded 
efforts to decrease waste by recycling/
re-using, and is the new organizer of 
the very successful Sierra Club and 
Beer events. 

2009 New Faces on Our  
SEMG Executive Committee

Dave Wolf 
and 

Greg Burke 
were elected

http://www.SaveTheWildUP.org


ACTIVIST 13

by Anna Holden, 
Conservation Committee

Hopes were high last April when 
Detroit City Council approved a New 
Business Model for Detroit Solid Waste 
by a 6-2 vote. Council’s resolution called 
for ending the burning of City trash by 
July 1, 2009 and beginning a transition 
to a major recycling/materials resource 
recovery system this fiscal year. City 
Council put $3.85 million in the 2008-09 
budget to start a pilot curb side recycling 
project and other initiatives such as 
redesigning trash pickup, markets for 
materials and new landfill contracts. 
The policy goal Council adopted is a 
“road map” to handle all Detroit’s waste 
after next July 1 without use of the 
incinerator.

Progress in implementing the 
New Business Model embedded in 
Council’s resolution has been slow 
and uncertain. Detroit interim Mayor 
Kenneth Cockrel, Jr. backed the April trash 
proposal as President of the City Council 
and promised a “green agenda” when he 
took office as Mayor in September.  In mid-
December, half way through the 2008-09 
budget year, the transition to a new waste 
collection and materials reuse/recycling 
system is still in the development stage. 
For example, a draft plan for the 2008-09 
curb side pilot recycling program crafted 
by the City Department of Public Works 
(DPW), projects a two year pilot curb 
side project January 2009 to December 

2010. Forming partnerships 
with community groups 
and grass roots education 
in two sections of Detroit 
selected as curb side 
demonstration sites is to 
begin this January, with 
neighborhood collection 
starting next July.  Plans for 
citywide curb side pickups 
are not scheduled until 
April 2010.  The pilot project 
will not use RecycleBank or 
a similar incentive reward 
system for household 
recyclers because of cost 
considerations. (These 
incentive programs provide 
shopping coupons or 
other rewards based on 
active participation and 
are associated with drastic increases in 
recycling).  From Sierra Club’s perspective, 
a quicker startup is needed to prepare 
for extensive recycling after July l, 2009.  
Learning from the pilot project and 
expanding curb side throughout the City at 
an accelerated rate is needed to generate 
revenues from the recycling markets 
and attract economic development 
based on commodities  businesses and 
manufacturers’ need. 

Detroit’s Mayor must also be 
proactive in resolving the current 
incinerator owner’s claim that the 
City is required to continue delivering 
trash to the facility after its operating 

agreement with the Covanta waste 
disposal company ends July 1, 2009. To 
date, the City has turned down options to 
buy or lease the incinerator included in the 
sale to Philip Morris in the early 1990s. The 
current majority owner, Energy Investors 
of Boston (EIB), however, extended the 
plant’s lease to the current tenant and 
operator, Covanta, for four years and 
claims it can require Detroit to continue 
sending waste to Covanta. Forcing the City 
to continue sending trash to Covanta -if 
this requirement can be invoked-depends 
on specific requirements, including 
Covanta’s operational costs compared to 
future land 

continued on page 14. . .

Detroit Incineration: Still the Burning Question

Photo by M. Weber.
Rhonda Anderson (Sierra Club Environmental Justice staff), 
Brenda Love (Sierra Club member), Shawn Kimmel (Detroiters 
Working for EJ) and Charles Browne (staff to councilwoman 
Joanne Watson)  at Dec 5, 2008, meeting of Detroit City 
Council E.J. task force discussing updates on implementing 
new business model for solid waste in Detroit.

ZERO WASTE COMMUNITIES CONFERENCE, 
Detroit, MI, February 6-9, 2009

PURPOSE: To strengthen movements in the US and Canada for just and sustainable 
alternatives to waste incinerators and landfills. Join amazing activists from across the 
U.S. and Canada,  to work for jobs, health and justice, and against harmful incinerators 
and landfills. 

Conference host: Coalition for a New Business Model for Detroit Solid Waste. 
REGISTER: Please register now to attend the conference (and for scholarships if 

needed) at: http://www.no-burn.org/detroit     Due to limited space, we encourage you to 
register soon.  The conference begins with a welcome reception on February 6 at 7pm and 
ends on February 9 at 4pm after an action/event coordinated by local Detroit groups. 

Contact Dave Ciplet, GAIA U.S. coordinator at: dave@no-burn.org or 
(510) 883-9490 x102. 

http://www.no-burn.org/detroit
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Incineration. . .continued from page 13

fill prices. 
The price of future landfill contracts is 

presently unknown.  Landfill bids received 
by the Greater Detroit Resource Recovery 
Authority (GDRRA) last spring have not 
been discussed or acted on in GDRRA 
meetings or open City Council meetings. 
The GDRRA Authority, which is dominated 
by Mayoral appointees, cancelled the last 
two scheduled quarterly meetings where 
such issues should be decided.   Landfill 
costs under a materials recovery system 
should be much cheaper than operational 
costs for the incinerator if these contracts 
are designed to accommodate a materials 
recovery format with progressive 
reduction of landfill tonnage.  

Moving into a large scale material 
recovery system for trash disposal 
has many advantages at this time.   
Consultants working with the Coalition 
for the New Business Model estimate 
great cost savings from a well-designed 
system and have identified businesses 
that could invest in Detroit and generate 
new jobs, given significant quantities 
of needed recycled product needed 
can be supplied.  There are also new 
opportunities for grants to cities that could 
help support a conversion to a recycling-
based trash system promoting related 
economic development; these include 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Block Grants under the 2008 federal 
Energy legislation and President elect 
Obama’s proposed economic stimulus 
package.  With so much current focus 
on “greening” cities, creating “green” 
jobs and sustainable economies, public 
interest in recycling is on the upswing.  
Detroit’s surrounding suburbs are 
upgrading recycling formats to increase 
participation and Detroit residents are 
asking why Detroit is the only major 
city in the US without a comprehensive 
recycling system.  While current prices for 
sale of recycled materials are temporarily 
down, there will be savings from avoiding 
landfill charges and health benefits from 
reduced pollution.  Detroit’s upcoming 
Mayoral elections offer challenges to 
both residents and candidates to choose 
a cleaner, healthier city including a more 
sustainable way to handle trash.

Notable Quote On Nuclear Power:
No degree of prosperity could justify the accumulation of large amounts of 
highly toxic substances which nobody knows how to make safe and which 
remain an incalculable danger to the whole of creation for historical or even 
geological ages. To do such a thing is a transgression against life itself, a 
transgression infinitely more serious than any crime perpetrated by man. The 
idea that a civilization could sustain itself on such a transgression is an ethical, 
spiritual, and metaphysical monstrosity. It means conducting the economical 
affairs of man as if people did not matter at all. 
   	 -- E. F. Schumacher 

	     Small is Beautiful

Notable Web Links (URLs):
Green Cruise page (NEW!): 
	 www.sierraclub.org/greencruise 
Don’t Waste Michigan Fermi 3 Site
	 www.fermi.homestead.com
Sierra Club’s Daily Ray of Hope
	 http://www.flickr.com/groups/dailyrayofhope/
The Green Life (SC’s Green Tips Blog)
	 http://sierraclub.typepad.com/greenlife/
Green Restaurant Association - Certified Green Restaurant™ Guide
	 http://www.dinegreen.com

www.sierraclub.org/greencruise 
www.fermi.homestead.com
http://www.flickr.com/groups/dailyrayofhope/
http://sierraclub.typepad.com/greenlife/
http://www.dinegreen.com 
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Stay in the loop.  Log on to - http://michigan.sierraclub.org/semg

By Frank Zaski, SEMG
 
One way to cut greenhouse gas emissions and the need 

for new coal plants is to become more energy efficient. Besides 
cutting our own energy usage, we can help others to do so.

In the spirit of energy activism, we can all encourage and 
inform others to become more energy efficient. The following 
is a handout successfully used at local restaurants that don’t 
seem to be efficient. If you know of one, give (or mail) the fol-
lowing to the owner or manager. They will most likely appreci-
ate it and the money they will save.

Dear______________________________Restaurant,                                                                                        

I was eating in your restaurant and noticed you are not 
using energy efficient light bulbs. So, I am leaving this informa-
tion for your attention. (I am concerned about the environ-
ment and not a salesperson.)

Thank you, ___________________________
 
Energy Efficiency for Restaurants
Save Significant $$$ per Month

Many restaurant chains in Michigan are saving hundreds 
of dollars a month in each facility by becoming more energy 
efficient. They have a cost advantage over other restaurants. 
Examples include: Bob Evans, Starbucks, McDonalds, Subway, 
Denny’s and Culver’s. They have switched to efficient compact 
fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs), T8 fluorescent and LED lighting, 
more efficient building and water heating, air conditioning, 
food preparation equipment, motion detectors, recycling and 
employee training.

One quick and inexpensive way to become more energy 
efficient is to change from incandescent light bulbs to CFLs. 
Many restaurants in this area are now using CFLs.  Here are 
examples of the many benefits of CFLs:

•  If a restaurant changes just 20 100W incandescent light 
bulbs for 20 CFLs, they will save $2,090 over two years (see 
http://www.newbulbintown.com/calculator/)

•  CFLs last up to 10,000 hours and none will have to be 
changed for 2 years assuming they are turned on roughly 80 
hours per week. 

•  In contrast, incandescent light bulbs last less than 1,000 
hours and over 200 will be needed over 2 years. Changing 200 
light bulbs is time consuming, costly and sometimes danger-
ous. (The labor cost of changing these bulbs is included in the 
above calculation.)

•  20 CFLs will cost about $50 and 200 incandescent will 
cost about $100. Lowe’s and Home Depot sell 5 in a package 
for around $10. Fancier globe shaped CFLs cost around $5.00 
each. The above, substantial savings calculations are based on 
$5 per bulb.

•  CFLs produce 90% less heat and this lowers air condi-
tioning costs.

Besides saving over $1,000 a year in electric bills, CFLs are 
good for the environment. Polls have shown that most people 
in Michigan (including your customers) believe global warming 
is a very serious threat to mankind and something urgent 
has to be done. Using CFLs will show that your restaurant is 
environmentally responsible. Using the calculator above, 20 
CFLs will save over 5,900 pounds of coal at an electric plant and 
22, 600 pounds of carbon dioxide. 

CFLs contain a small bit of mercury, but roughly 4 times less 
than older fluorescent tubes. Some commentators have blown 
this out of proportion. Should one break, there is an easy and safe 
procedure listed in this site: http://www.newbulbintown.com/
about/cfl_break.aspx.   They are not a big cleanup problem. 

In addition to lighting, the following sites describe many 
other ways a restaurant can become more energy efficient and 
save considerable money plus the environment:

Energy Star :  http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=small_
business.sb_restaurants  

More:  http://conserve.restaurant.org/docs/ecostory_focus_on_
lighting_20081113.pdf

And:  http://www.fypower.org/pdf/BPG_
RestaurantEnergyEfficiency.pdf

Encourage local restaurants to become more energy 
efficient. (We can help negate the need for new Michigan coal 
plants thru greater efficiency in all our buildings.)  If you used 
the handout or contacted a restaurant, please let me know of 
your experience - I’m trying to improve this approach..

There are three certified green restaurants in Michigan 
according to the Green Restaurant Association. http://
www.dinegreen.com/ They are Amici (Berkley), Draft House 
(Dewitt) and Pekoe & Joe (Waterford). We need to support 
these and encourage others.

I visited Pekoe & Joe in Waterford (west of Pontiac) and 
the owner, Eric Benfield, enthusiastically described all the 
environmental changes he made and plans to make to this 
former KFC. (And the healthy food was good too.) More at 
http://www.pekoeandjoe.com/ and  http://www.freep.com/
article/20090103/BUSINESS06/901030321

Eating out?  Enjoy, and help restaurants use energy more efficiently!

http://www.newbulbintown.com/about/cfl_break.aspx. 
http://www.newbulbintown.com/about/cfl_break.aspx. 
http://www.pekoeandjoe.com/
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THINGS TO DO
Go Green over some cold beer surrounded by lots of 

people just like you! Sierra Club & Beer is for young professionals who want to 
carve a place for themselves in the environmental movement. It’s a free, fun, 
low-key event for those 21 and up.  

 If you are interested or want more information, please contact Greg Burke 
(248) 756-2882 or e-mail at gregoryjamesburke@yahoo.com 

Announcing: Inner-City Outings
The Sierra Club is proud to announce the formation of a Detroit area inner city outings group.   

Inner-City Outings is a community outreach program that benefits underprivileged youth and is 
run by volunteer members of the Sierra Club. If you’d like to volunteer to accompany Sierra Club 
team leaders in taking inner city youth on outings, then send an email to Brianna Knoppow at  
msbriecheese@gmail.com.

Pekoe & Joe 
Check out the new “Green” diner: Pekoe & Joe, “an environmentally friendly drive-through restaurant.” 

325 W. Huron St., Waterford, MI. For more info, read the Free Press Article, New Waterford eatery recycles 
everything, BY GRETA GUEST • FREE PRESS BUSINESS WRITER • JANUARY 3, 2009
	 http://www.freep.com/article/20090103/BUSINESS06/901030321 

http://www.freep.com/article/20090103/BUSINESS06/901030321

