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By Nancy Shiffler, Huron Valley Group and 
Michigan Chapter Conservation Committee 

A new gas rush is taking place in 
Michigan. The potential for natu-

ral gas reserves embedded in Colling-
wood and Utica shale�  led to a record-
setting state lease sale in the northern 
Lower Peninsula last spring, with more 
sales to come.
The technique for extracting this gas, 

hydraulic fracturing (or Hydrofracking) 
involves the high-pressure injection of 
a mixture of water, chemi-
cals, and sand into fissures 
in the shale, widening them 
sufficiently to extract the gas. 
While this general technique 
has been used for many 
years in Michigan Antrim 
shale drilling, its use in the 
Collingwood/Utica deposits 
introduces new concerns:
•	 These deposits are much 

deeper – 9,500 feet, com-
pared to 1,000-2,000 feet 
for the Antrim shale—
and they will involve 
horizontal drilling.

•	 The drilling will require much 
larger volumes of water (mil-
lions of gallons), and the process 
is exempt from the requirement 
for Michigan water withdrawal 
permits.

1 The Collingwood shale is found in the north-
ern lower Peninsula (from Gladwin Co. in the 
S to Cheboygan in the N, and from Antrim 
Co. in the W to Alcona in the east), roughly an 
oval. The Utica shale lies in the eastern U.P., 
encompassing Alger, Delta, Schoolcraft, Luce 
and Chippewa counties.	

•	 A broad list of chemicals, many of 
them toxic, are added to the water 
as part of the process. The drill-
ing companies consider the exact 
mixes as proprietary and currently 
are not required to make them 
public.

•	 The wastewater flow back for the 
process includes these chemicals, 
plus naturally occurring dissolved 
chemicals including hydrocar-
bons and heavy metals. These are 

disposed of in injection wells and, 
as fluids designated as oil and gas 
waste, they have less protective 
requirements, and the wells are 
exempt from local zoning.

•	 Variation in local hydrogeology 
and the potential for spills and 
leaks add to the uncertainty. Inci-
dents of surface and groundwater 
contamination have been reported 
in other states, including Pennsyl-
vania, New York, and Colorado.

•	 Due to an exemption negotiated 
and approved under the Bush 
administration, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) is pro-
hibited from regulating hydraulic 
fracturing under the Safe Drinking 
Water Act.

Last spring the EPA announced that 
under direction from Congress it was 
undertaking a new life-cycle analysis 
of the impact of hydraulic fracturing, 
expected to be completed in 2012. 

The state of New York has 
called a moratorium on new 
permits until the study is 
completed. Bills have been 
introduced in the House 
and Senate to rescind the 
exemption from Safe Drink-
ing Water Act regulation 
and to require disclosure of 
the chemicals (but not the 
proprietary formulas) used 
in the process. Industry 
spokesmen have asked that 
no action be taken on these 
bills until the EPA report is 
completed. Stay tuned.
For information about 

national Sierra Club activities related 
to hydrofracking check out the listserv, 
ACTNET-FRAC-NEWS@LISTS.
SIERRACLUB.ORG or the Federal 
Regulatory Action Center (FRAC) – 
http://www.sierraclub.org/naturalgas/
rulemaking.
Other sources of information include 

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
(www.watershedcouncil.org) and Pro-
Publica (www.propublica.org). y

Natural Gas Drilling and Hydraulic Fracturing in Michigan

Read The Activist in Color! 
By receiving your Activist electronically

You can now receive your copy of The Activist in color by downloading it from the SEMG  
website: http://michigan.sierraclub.org/semg/SEMG-Newsletter.htm.

Just send your name and e-mail address to semg.activist@gmail.com and we will send you a notice  
to download the new Activist from our website.  

You can save SEMG printing costs, save SEMG mailing costs and save a few trees
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By Anna Holden, Conservation Committee

Last September, I joined over 50 members and staff of the 
Michigan Nature Association (MNA) for a “Fall Adven-

ture” exploring protected sanctuaries in the Western Upper 
Peninsula. The tour focused primarily on the Keweenaw 
Peninsula, a rocky finger of land that juts out 75 miles into 
Lake Superior. MNA’s recent guidebook (see below) de-
scribes this area as a special place at least one billion years 
old; water surrounds the spectacular landscape and its rugged 
terrain supports a wide diversity of plant and animal life. The 
preserves we visited showcase the range of natural habitat, 
geologically significant land formations, and diverse species 
found in the region.
Our first stop was Twin Waterfalls Plant Preserve, MNA’s 

100th sanctuary, in Munising. It features two separate water-
falls flowing over a sandstone escarpment into deep ravines. 
Half of our group hiked trails in Estivant Pines Wilderness, 
the largest surviving tract of old-growth Eastern white pine 
in Michigan. They also explored James Doran Rooks Memo-
rial preserve, located downhill from Brockway Mountain 
Drive. Garden Brook at the valley floor is somewhat protect-
ed, but higher up the exposed ridges of Brockway Mountain 
the full force of Lake Superior’s winds creates a microclimate 
and natural habitat resembling the Rocky Mountains. I opted 
for Redwyn’s Dunes sanctuary on Lake Superior’s western 
shore. Two inner dunes in this site host a variety of plants, a 
mature forest, and two vernal ponds that provide habitat for 
breeding amphibians. My group also traversed the Keweenaw 
Shores preserve where visitors can walk inland through four 
different plant communities to Upton Lake, an adjacent 
sanctuary. Returning home we stopped at Manistique Dune 
and Swale sanctuary on Lake Michigan. Sandy ridges and 
swales of open water are a home for nesting wild birds and a 
mix of trees and shrubs.
At one of our “dining adventures” (fresh baked trout sea-

soned with ginger!) we met Bonnie Hay, a contributor, and 
Joan Chadde, MNA Trustee and Editor of Walking Paths 
and Protected Areas of the Keweenaw. Chadde, an envi-

ronmental educator, and Hay are among 26 volunteer and 
professional specialists who compiled Walking Paths as a 
one-stop source for accessing and enjoying 22 private and 
public protected properties. The handbook is small, attractive, 
and well organized with location, directions, maps, owner-
ship, natural features, size, contact information and color 
photos of each site. It includes an overview of the “Geology 
of the Keweenaw Peninsula” by Dr. William Rose, Michigan 
Technological University. 
History entries provide interesting background on sites and 

donors. Redwyn’s Dunes, for example, was donated by the 
William J. Skora family of Birmingham, Michigan. Skora 
named the preserve for a character in his first novel, The Lost 
History of Redwyn, a book written “among these dunes.” 
Skora’s gift also honors his grandfather, Bertrand B. Balkema, 
a Chief Engineer for the Works Progress Administration 
in the 1930s who fostered projects such as the Keweenaw 
Mountain Lodge, Pine Mountain ski jump at Iron Moun-
tain, and the scenic Brockway Mountain Drive.
Walking Paths can be purchased for $14.95 by phone, 517-

655-5655; or e-mail michigannature@michigannature.org.
Michigan Nature Association is dedicated to acquiring, pro-

tecting and maintaining Michigan’s unique natural habitats 
and rare and endangered species. It currently maintains 167 
sanctuaries in the state totaling over 9,000 acres in 57 coun-
ties, including Southeast Michigan. See www.michiannature.
org and click on MNA Sanctuaries. y

Pure Michigan: Walking Paths and Protected Areas of the Keweenaw

photo: Courtesy of Michigan Nature Association

photo: Courtesy of Michigan Nature Association
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By Hal Newnan, SEMG Chair

Our Group is experiencing many 
positive changes. New faces on 

the Executive and every other Com-
mittee are bringing in fresh energy and 
new talents. Read on—and become 
more active. Committee leaders are ea-
ger for your participation and ready to 
engage you in the activities you choose. 
One big change is that our beloved 

Program Chair, Carol Izant, has resigned 
from her position. We are lucky that 
Pam Sanders has stepped up to the chal-
lenge—please check the great programs 
we will be offering in the next few 
months. They will take place at our new 
General Membership Program loca-
tion in Troy, at 999 W. Big Beaver Rd., 

on the S.E. corner of Crooks, (the Kelly 
Services building – see map on page 2). 
Come to one of our Programs soon to 
check out the great crowd, the new space 
and the more agile meeting’s agenda. 
In yet another change, our Annual 

Fundraiser consisted of working bever-
age booths for the very successful not-
for-profit Arts, Beats and Eats Festival 
in Royal Oak. Julie Ann Wang was a 
tremendous lead/organizer, and with big 
assists from many others the event turned 
out to be a great success for SEMG. Julie 
Ann is now the chair of both the Com-
munications and Fundraising Commit-
tees and she is looking for people to help 
her out on either (or both). 

Please give Pam and Julie Ann pats 

on the back, and contribute ideas and 
actions to enhance their efforts. Our 
Outings, Conservation, and Politi-
cal Committees also need your good 
energy: please contact their respective 
Chairs to let them know you are inter-
ested in helping. As the largest Group 
in Michigan’s Sierra Club Chapter, the 
Chapter’s goals are ours: a safe, reliable, 
jobs-rich Clean Energy Future, unpol-
luted, healthy Great Lakes and inland 
waters; protection of our state’s Great 
Forests and Wild Heritage; joining in 
the state-wide Children’s Environmen-
tal Health Campaign and engaging 
more citizens in the democratic process. 
I will gladly respond to your questions: 
HNewnan@sbcglobal.net. y

SEMG: Moving Forward! 

By Kay Cumbow, Conservation Committee

Our St. Clair County group joined efforts with the Green 
Team from the St. Clair County Community College in 

Port Huron November 18th to show “Beloved Community,” 
a documentary about the effects of “Chemical Valley” (Sarnia, 
Ont.) on the health of nearby residents.
A panel presentation to a rapt audience of 150 followed. Com-

munity organizer Ada Lockridge, from the adjacent Chippewa 
reserve of Aamjiwnaang, spoke about local efforts to stop toxic 
pollution from the refineries and other chemical companies, 
which are causing respiratory problems in most children and 
many adults. Miscarriages and cancers are also frequent. En-
docrine disrupters are likely affecting birth rates of boys on the 
reserve, where they are outnumbered by girls, 2 to 1.
Doug Martz, Chair Macomb Co. Water Quality Board, 

noted that many of the 700+ documented chemical spills to 
the St. Clair River over a 14-year span were from Chemi-
cal Valley. Residents of Aamjiwnaang have usually not been 
notified of hazardous spills - nor have water filtration plants 
downstream or other nearby communities, including Port 
Huron. Today, Chemical Valley has only one real-time moni-
toring station in the St. Clair River, and communities find it 
difficult to access results from the Valley’s air and water spot 
sampling in a timely manner. Worse yet, the early warning 
Huron to Erie drinking water monitoring system, with costly 
infrastructure already in place, is in danger of disappearing 
largely due to the reluctance of drinking water treatment 
plants (including Detroit Water and Sewerage, serving 3 
million people)- to charge users a small amount to monitor 
industrial toxins in real-time, a critical safety measure that 

prompts water intakes for cities downstream to close when 
hazardous chemicals are detected. The system also provides 
notification of spills far and wide. Spills have greatly declined 
since water intake monitoring was put in place. 

Next, Dr. James Brophy, former Executive Director of the 
Occupational Health Clinic of Ontario Workers in Sarnia, 
urged the U.S. community to get involved, stating “Grass-
roots efforts can make a real difference!” Dr. Margaret Keith, 
former Research Coordinator at the Occupational Health 
Clinic of Ontario Workers, noted that Ada Lockridge should 
be honored for her critical work as an environmental warrior. 
Ada urged the audience to join with environmental groups, 

News from Blue Water
A Subcommittee of SEMG’s Conservation Committee

photo: Kay Cumbow

continued on next page
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Are You a New Member? 
Welcome to the Southeast Michigan Group (SEMG) of the 

Sierra Club. When you join the Sierra Club you are automatically 
a member of a local group, as well as a state chapter and the na-

tional organization. Membership entitles you to this newsletter as 
well as all editions of the state and national member publications. 
Check p.2 for our Directory with contacts on conservation, out-
ings and political action. Check also the “Schedule of Programs” 
for announcements of our Monthly Programs (everybody wel-

come). We will be glad to see you at our next meeting or answer 
your questions if you care to call. Take advantage of your member-

ship as an opportunity to enjoy, preserve and protect our earth!

Helping the spread of native plants in state parks –  
Sierra Club volunteers join stewardship days

By Joanne Cantoni.  
SEMG Outings Coordinator

It was a bright, clear, cold Sunday 
afternoon in early November when 

we 13 headed off to Highland Rec-
reation Area to meet with Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources and 
the Environment’s (MDNRE) Laurel 
Malvitz-Draper, the volunteer “stew-
ardship days” coordinator. An energetic, 
petite, raven-haired woman, her 5 years' 
experience at this job showed clearly 
as she shepherded a parking lot full of 
eager volunteers into signing liability 
waivers and passing out collection 
buckets and orange vests.
What was our mission? Gathering 

wildflower seeds! As part of the state’s 
restoration projects, invasive species 
removal creates large areas of bar-
ren ground, ripe for more unintended 
re-growth. Our seeds were destined for 
the entrance area of Seven Lakes State 
Park, where recently cleared land would 
be re-sown to its former status as a 
meadow. 
Laurel showed the group examples 

of the varieties we were seeking that 
day - aster, bee balm, butterfly weed and 
bush clover. She was especially interested 
in stiff and showy goldenrod, which is 
among the less common of the many 
goldenrod species in Michigan. We 
all headed up a two-track with Laurel 

pointing out clusters of our target spe-
cies. Questions and confirmations, more 
instruction, then off we went, singly and 
in clusters, free to pursue the quarry that 
was most appealing, be it for ease of 
identification or harvesting, bountiful-
ness, or the challenge of the hunt.
Anita D’Souza was stalking aster 

seeds. With the bright sun slightly in 
front of the searcher, the seed heads 
look like miniature dandelion puffs and 
are easily spotted. Dozens decorated 
the many-branched stems of the 2-3 
foot high plants. Just touching the plant 
to gather the wind-dispersed seed was 
enough to send the tiny fluffs parachut-

ing away, so care was needed to prevent 
all from escaping the hunter’s “net.” 
One member chose a more elusive 

target, the fragrant “showy goldenrod.” 
Growing only in small, widely scattered 
clusters, sharp eyes were needed to spot 
its tall, open, arrow-shaped seed head. 
Reddish stalks; large, oval, basal leaves 
and a pleasant scent confirmed its iden-
tity. Though also wind-dispersed, showy 
goldenrod seeds resemble caraway 
seeds in size and shape so seldom travel 
further than a few feet from home. Ara-
vind, a welcome newcomer to SEMG 
activities, was eager to volunteer again, 
and signed up to haul brush and stack 
firewood in December. 
Anita, who had previously volunteered 

with Laurel, brought the idea of stew-
ardship to a recent Outings Committee 
meeting. Hooking up with DNRE’s 
already scheduled workdays seemed a 
good way to test out SEMG members’ 
current interest in such service activi-
ties. Thanks to Julie Ann Wang’s recent 
publicity, eight Partridge Creek Moose-
jaw staff made up a substantial part 
of the day’s contingent. While there 
is a December DNRE service out-
ing planned, it will probably be spring 
before they reappear on the SEMG 
calendar. Look for them and consider 
signing up for a half-day of fun and 
service.                     sy

Anita D’Souza	 photo: Joanne Cantoni

to attend local meetings, and speak out! 
Ecojustice of Canada (formerly the legal arm of the 

Sierra Club Canada) is representing Aamjiwnaang in a 
lawsuit against the Ontario Ministry of the Environment, 
in efforts to stop further contamination of the reserve.
Blue Water Sierra Club folks enjoyed great outings this 

summer and fall, including a trek through Minden Bog 
and the Sanilac Petroglyphs, some breath-taking bike 
rides and a trip to Ontario’s geological treasure, Rock Glen 
Falls. Join us! 
For information on our meetings contact Kay Cumbow, 

kcumbow@greatlakes.net. Outings are listed in the Out-
ings calendar in the Activist or the SEMG website. y

News from Blue Water continued from previous page
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Be a Solution to Stop Pollution
The 6th annual Green Cruise was a great success!

By Tom Dusky, Green Cruse organizer

At 8 am we knew it was going to 
 a busy day, as we had over 200 

people signed in for the 23-mile bike 
ride, and by 9am when the 5-mile ride 
left, we had another 100 for a total of 
almost 300 riders signed in. The 23-
mile ride stopped to pick up riders in 
Huntington Woods, Southfield, Beverly 
Hills, Birmingham and Royal Oak. Our 
5-mile family ride took riders around 
Ferndale’s neighborhoods.
At 10am we opened the “Green Alley” 

featuring our "green" vendor booths that 
included free bike checkups from REI 
and Continental bike shop, a bike corral 
supplied by KLM, free massages sup-
plied by Greenleaf Bodywork, free veg-
etarian food from Zumba’s, Inn Season, 
Whole Foods, Garden Fresh Gourmet 
as well as our own Sierra Club and other 
non-profit community groups. Snacks 
for the riders were provided by Trader 
Joe’s and New York Bagel.
Our children’s area featured a 25’ 

climbing tower and a free bike rental 
area, both provided by Oakland County 
Parks. Noodles & Co. and HandMade 

Detroit supplied craft tables. Kids en-
joyed free face-painting and contributing 
to the Carbon-Footprint Mural with 
prints from their hands and feet. A pet 
adoption fair, sponsored by Waggs and 
Wishes, successfully placed 4 dogs and 
4 cats into new homes. The Detroit Zoo 
provided an educational booth as well.
At 11am the Green Parade was led 

off with our 6” Earth Ball followed by 
more than 175 participants. The parade 
celebrates the many human-powered 
forms of green transportation that do 
not burn carbon fuel such as walking, 
biking, rollerblading, skateboarding and 
even kite boarding.

Tom Regan, Green Cruiser of the year.
Every year we present an award to the 

cyclist who logs the most miles riding 
his/her bike instead of driving a car. 
This year we recognized Tom Reagan. 
You can find Tom riding his bike to 
work or pulling a trailer while he does 
his shopping in Royal Oak. But most 
importantly Tom organized a group 
that went to the Royal Oak City Com-
mission to start a non-motorized trans-
portation plan. Because of Tom’s actions 

the city has hired a consulting firm that 
is now working on plans to make Royal 
Oak more friendly to pedestrians and 
cyclists. Good work, Tom!
Join us on Saturday August 13, 2011 
in Downtown Ferndale 
We will be adding a third bike ride for 

2011, a 41-mile ride going to the River 
Walk, the Dequindre Cut, Belle Isle, 
the Heidelberg Project, Indian Village 
and other interesting sights in Detroit. 
We will also be adding exciting bike 
contests and a skills competition for 
riders of all ages.
We need your help in continuing our 

efforts to create an even better event in 
2011. If you would like to help in the 
planning, or to volunteer during the 
event, please email us at greencruise@
michigan.sierraclub.org. You can also 
follow us on our Facebook page - just 
search Green Cruise Ferndale Michi-
gan or on our web page: http://sierra-
club.org/greencruise. To reach us direct-
ly call Douglas Christie - The Green 
Cruise Coordinator at 248.709.9301.
We hope that you’ll join us!

At the Sierra Club booth, Tiffany Hartung and Don Hughes	 photo: Italia Milian 

Tom Regan, Green Cruser of the Year	 photo: Italia Milian 

General Membership Meetings have a new location
at the Kelly Services building, 999 W. Big Beaver Rd., on the S.E. corner of Crooks in Troy (see map on page 2)
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By Ed McArdle and Kay Cumbow, Conservation Committee 
Shipping Radioactive Steam Generators

A proposal by Bruce Power to ship radioactive steam gen-
erators from Owen Sound, Ontario via the Great Lakes 

to Sweden - in order to recycle metal still contaminated with 
“allowable” amounts of plutonium - has met with strong op-
position from Sierra Club of Canada, the Michigan Chap-
ter of Sierra Club, several Mayors and City Councils, the 
Macomb Co. Water Quality Board and the City of Windsor, 
Ont., among others. If approved, the plan will set precedent 
for transports of reactor wastes on 
the Great Lakes.
Bowing to public pressure, the 

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commis-
sion (CNSC) announced a one-day 
hearing in September. However, 
over 70 interveners stretched the 
hearing to a second day. Additional 
comments were allowed later but 
only from prior interveners. At 
bottom is Bruce Power’s resistance 
to revisit its environmental as-
sessment (EA), in spite of having 
made key changes to the original 
plan. To protect our irreplaceable Great Lakes/St. Lawrence 
freshwater ecosystems, environmental groups are calling for 
a comprehensive environmental review in Canada and an 
environmental impact statement (EIS) from the U.S. Dept. 
of Transportations Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA), which oversees Great Lakes 
nuclear transports. 
With winter weather coming, transport may not be an op-

tion until spring. If CNSC approves the shipment, PHMSA 
must issue a permit to navigate through U.S. waters, which is 
usually a quick rubber stamp. However, seven U.S. Senators, 
including Michigan’s Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow, and 
U. S. Rep. Candice Miller have sent strongly worded letters 
to PHMSA urging a thorough review. The Senators’ letter 
is based on the version that our star attorney, Terry Lodge, 
crafted to PHMSA demanding a full assessment under 
the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA). The 
Michigan Sierra Club signed the letter as an official inter-
vener, which would give us standing for any legal action if 
this proposal is approved. 

Take action: Email PHMSA at phmsa.administrator@dot.
gov, and ask them to undertake a full EIS under NEPA before 
permitting the shipment to enter U.S. waters. Urge your legisla-
tors to do the same, if they have not. Thank them if they have! 
Learn more: http://www.ccnr.org/ Scroll down to Radioactive 
Steam Generators.
Fermi 3 Draft EIS likely to Be Released in Fall 2011
We will only have 75 days to reply to reams of documents. 

The troubled GE-Hitachi reactor design has been sent to the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission for final approval, antici-
pated in September 2011. DTE is the only remaining utility 
seeking this design, which has many unresolved safety issues. 
SEMG will engage in public hearings on the EIS. We invite 
your participation and support after the dates are set. 
Nuclear Dump Proposed beneath Lake Huron Shore
Ontario Power Generation, (OPG) has a fast- moving 

proposal for a deep underground dump beneath Lake Hu-
ron's shores near Kincardine, Ont., for low and intermediate 

nuclear wastes from 20 reac-
tors - (in Canada, everything but 
irradiated fuel.) The EIS for this 
proposed dump is due out in spring 
2011. A nuclear dumpsite here 
would threaten Great Lakes waters 
for centuries to come. Stay tuned.
Political Landscape Not Good 
Several Michigan legislators who 

oppose nuclear waste shipments 
still support nuclear power in spite 
of the dangerous wastes pro-
duced—much of which will need 

long-term isolation. A recent seminar for nuclear industry 
suppliers in Dearborn, MI, was cosponsored by U.S. Sena-
tors Levin and Stabenow, U.S. Rep. John Dingell, State Rep. 
Andy Dillon, (soon to be on Gov. Snyder’s staff), Wayne 
County Exec Bob Ficano, Dearborn Mayor O’Reilly and 
others. Although construction costs for the proposed Fermi 
3 are estimated to exceed $12 billion (implying potentially 
huge rate increases) federal taxpayer money and local and 
state tax breaks are being lined up for quick approval. There 
needs to be a strong response to the PR campaign funded by 
the nuclear industry. 
Learn more: Attend SEMG Program on March 3 hosting 
Beyond Nuclear’s expert Kevin Kamps and check for other events 
this spring. 
Davis-Besse - 20 more years? 
The problem-ridden Davis-Besse reactor in ESE of Toledo, 

Ohio is attempting a 20 year relicense. Dec. 27th is the pub-
lic comment deadline on an environmental scoping proceed-
ing. Learn more: Search for Davis-Besse at Beyond Nuclear’s 
website: http://www.beyondnuclear.org
And Finally, The Good News!
We can have our cake and eat it too, if we can pass well-de-

signed legislation to spike renewables and energy efficiency. 
Studies indicate we can close most coal and nuclear power 
plants with present technology by 2030 - if we adhere to 
what Europe, Ontario and 70 other countries have called a 
Feed-In-Tariff providing a profit to entities that feed renew-
able electricity into the grid. y

NUKES WILL HIT THE FAN IN 2011 

Radioactive steam generator	 photo: Bruce Power
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By Phil Crookshank, Outings Committee Chair 

On the morning of Sept. 3, it is pouring rain; the wind is 
bending trees over. A lone Sierra Club booth coordina-

tor stands in an empty parking lot in Royal Oak as the tor-
nado siren screams, the port-a-let topples over and the trash 
barrels blow away. The coordinator stares at his keys locked in 
his van. The alarm clock goes off. I awake with a start. It was 
only a nightmare.
Julie Ann had worked tirelessly, as did others, calling every-

one in the S.C. database to help run three beverage booths 
during the 4 day Arts, Beats & Eats Festival in Royal Oak. 
Amazingly, we recruited over 80 people to come on sched-
uled 4-hour shifts to sell, sell, and sell a variety of beverages. 
When we arrived at the site, we were ready to perform. Each 
shift had a supervisor to coordinate and order supplies, and 
we all had done an excellent job figuring out all the things we 
needed to bring to run this business. Except earplugs. 
We were stationed right at the first music stage at the main 

entrance, with HUGE speakers pointed our way. Several 
of our members that had ridden their bikes to the festival 

rode out to hardware stores to get needed earplugs and other 
supplies. The excitement of the festival goers was contagious, 
everyone was smiling and having fun, and we were doing a     
brisk business. There were too many facets to the festival to 
mention, but I will note that the cups that we were filling for 
our customers were made from corn, so quick to dissolve in 
a landfill. Also, arrangements were made so that over 1,100 
bike riders could get to the festival and lock up in the “bike 
corrals.” Great music at six stages, hundreds of artists on dis-
play, food courts galore, all added up to a ‘fun’tastic time for 
all. And in ‘fun’draising terms, the event was a huge success.
At the end of day four, an exhausted coordinator stands in a 

darkened parking lot in Royal Oak, staring at his keys locked 
in his van - - - - - - - and smiles. y

There’s Fun in Fundraising! SEMG does the Arts, Beats and Eats Festival

We never realized what excellent bartenders we had. 	 photo: P. Crookshank

Ed McArdle welcomes patrons to our beer booth	 photo: P. Crookshank

by Jean Gramlich, SEMG Executive Committee and gardener

Each gardening season has its challenges due to weather 
and human nature. The year 2009 was unusually cold, so 

the warm season plants complained by being unproductive, 
but the cool season plants thrived throughout the sum-
mer. This year was hot, hot, hot and dry, dry, dry leading to 
a different set of problems. To a certain extent, a gardener 
can mitigate drought, though in my circumstances watering 
a lot is a major undertaking. I did finally decide that I must 
irrigate because some trees and shrubs that I planted three or 
four years ago were looking mighty unhappy. 
Some of my recent observations confirm that native plants 

are used to the vicissitudes of the local climate: a forsythia 
(native to China) wilted and looked forlorn, but next to it 
was a perfectly content native ninebark. There is an instruc-
tive picture of the roots of native prairie plants showing roots 
up to 15 feet long as compared to the cool season grasses 
with their 2-3 inch root systems that we plant in our lawns. 
Guess which ones thrived last summer? The native grasses 
were as beautiful as ever while lawns burned to a crisp with-

out irrigation. The natives evolved in our Michigan soils, so 
there is no need to add artificial fertilizers, although they do 
appreciate the nutrients from leaf litter. 
Natives attract birds, butterflies and other insects, and I try to 

plant many ornamentals that provide winter food and shelter. 
The shrubs I have planted are already producing berries for 
the birds, and some of the trees are almost big enough. I saw 
some serviceberries in fruit this summer, and promptly bought 
two more at a native nursery. I can’t wait till a grove of conifers 
(spruce, hemlock and concolor fir) that I planted on a hill grow 
big and thick enough to provide more bird habitat.
The vegetable garden was successful with few exceptions. 

After a long hiatus, I again planted “Long Keeper” tomatoes 
and plan to do so next year. They are specifically bred to pro-
duce very late in the season and keep in a cool place for several 
months — and there was at least half a bushel on one plant. It 
is now November, and there are still edible lettuce and spinach 
in the garden with squash, potatoes, tomatoes and peppers in 
the garage. And a ton of raspberries in the freezer!
The garden catalogs arrive in December. y

Going Native in the Garden – Report on Summer and Fall 2010
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By Ewa Roszczenko, SEMG Outings Leader

In the NW corner of Lake Superior 
there is an island without roads, a 

place where the moose and the wolves 
live in natural balance and wildlife 
flourishes in the most pristine settings. 
People visit in the summer and fall, 
but, come November, everybody has 
to leave. It is a paradise for wilderness 
enthusiasts, especially backpackers.
Attracted by its uniqueness, I led a 

trip for the Sierra Club SEMG in 
this sanctuary from September 3rd to 
12th, 2010. There were six of us. From 
Windigo to Rock Harbor, we hiked 
over 60 miles over three trails: Mi-
nong Trail, the most challenging on 
the island and hardest hike in Michi-
gan; Greenstone Ridge Trail, back-
bone of the island, a Michigan “clas-
sic”; and Rock Harbor Trail, probably 
the most scenic hike in the Isle. 
On Friday, our driving day, it was 

windy and rainy. When we crossed 
the bridge into the Upper Peninsula, 
winds were running at about 70 mph. 
We were awed by the height of the 
waves in Lake Superior. “The Lady”-
as the lake is known- was furious! 
On Saturday we arrived at the airport 

in Houghton for our scheduled 12 
noon seaplane flight to Windigo. Our 
pilot announced that he hadn’t had 
permission to fly since Friday: many 
people were waiting in Houghton for 
the outgoing flight to the island, and 
several in Windigo to come home. 
One big mess! Luckily, he was soon 
cleared for takeoff, and after the 
people from the Friday schedule were 
flown in, our turn came. In Windigo 
I picked fuel at the store (it’s not al-
lowed on the seaplane) and our back-
country permit. The lake and the wind 
had calmed down and I lay on the 
dock waiting for the rest of the group. 
It was quiet and peaceful. We all got 
together again at around 5pm. Quick 
repack and go, spending the night at 
Huginnin Cove.
Sunday we started on the very 

demanding Minong Trail—it was 
our longest and most difficult day. 

Constant up-and-down hiking over 
the bare-rock ridge, uneven route, 
stepping from rock to rock. We were 
rewarded by frequent sightings of 
wildlife and great views of the north 
shore and Canada. We camped at N. 

Lake Desor, and in the following days 
at Little Todd Harbor, Todd Harbor 
and spectacular McCargoe Cove, still 
on the Minong trail. Thursday we said 
goodbye to Minong, bordered Chick-
enbone Lake and reached Greenstone 
Ridge and Mt. Ojibway, where a 1,136 
ft.-high fire tower presented breath-
taking views—spanning all the sur-
rounding islands and Canada. After 
a long break there we hiked to Daisy 
Farm where we camped, and observed 

sunset from a nice big dock.
Last day (Friday) Rock Harbor trail 

took us to our final destination, Rock 
Harbor, where we had dinner at a 
restaurant and next day took the ferry 
Ranger III, with no delays, back to 

Houghton, and a day and a half drive 
back home. The trip was over, but we 
left with a vow to come back!
I’m already planning my next back-

packing adventures: a winter weekend 
in February along the Pigeon River, 
Michigan, and a hike in the Rocky 
Mountains, Colorado, in September. 
If interested in either of these trips, 
please contact me at ewarosz@yahoo.
com. y

SEMG Adventure: Backpacking in Isle Royale National Park

Join Sierra Club Online! 
https://tioga.sierraclub.org/joinorgive/member1.htm

Special offer! For a limited time, join online for just $15 and get this free backpack!

In addition to helping us protect America’s natural resources,  
your membership will also earn you these benefits: 

• A free Sierra Club Expedition Backpack! (limited time only) 
• One-year subscription to Sierra magazine 

• Members-only outdoor adventures 
• Automatic membership in your local Chapter 

• Discounts on Sierra Club calendars, books, and other merchandise

photo: Ewa Roszczenko
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By Lydia Fischer and Ed McArdle,  
Legislative and Conservation Committees

On November 3rd we awoke to an 
avalanche of changes in all of top 

state government, including the Leg-
islature. Republicans now control the 
Michigan House and Senate. Histori-
cally, most Republicans (but not all - 
remember Bill Milliken) have ignored 
or been hostile to environmental issues. 
Do their election victories mean that 
the voting majority is against clean 
energy, protection of the Great Lakes, 
clean water and a healthy environment? 
Of course not: all the polling clearly 
shows that most people do support 
our issues. And we are encouraged that 
Governor-elect Snyder, despite want-
ing to bring back the dirty coal plants, 
served on the Nature Conservancy 
board and has said that the environ-
ment is one of his top priorities. Most 
importantly, many of our endorsed 
candidates and good environmentalists 
will be going back or arriving for the 
first time in Lansing (see tables below). 
In fact, consider that the majority of 
legislators and the Governor are new. 
And this gives us a great opportunity 
to present our programs before their 
positions get hardened by the corporate 
groups not serving the public interest. 
In the past several years, Sierra Club 

has sharply increased its presence in 
Lansing. Under the most able direc-
tion of staff Legislative Director Gayle 
Miller, we and our allies have been 

successful in getting clean energy bills 
enacted, made progress in control-
ling water withdrawals and staved off 
further desecration of our forests and 
public lands. With the diligence of our 
veteran cadre of volunteers leveraged by 
Gayle’s hard work, her enthusiasm and 
eagerness to engage the entire mem-
bership, our spring and fall Lobby Days 
got us a prominent place in the lobby-
ing map of Lansing: our group often 
reached the 150 lobbyists mark! It is 
imperative and a service to legislators, 
that we continue this popular program.
Our legislative agenda for the next 

two years mirrors a conservation 
agenda that stresses incentives for clean 
energy, clean water, a healthy Great 
Lakes, more public transit and high-
speed rail, protection of our wonderful 
wild and natural areas and support of 
the Children’s Environmental Health 
campaign.

Gayle has decided she needs a break 
from the long hours and her very 
taxing full time job. We thank her for 
her seven years as a vibrant force in 
the Michigan environmental scene 
and wish her the best of luck As we 
carry on, our top job is to point out to 
legislators and the new governor that 
a clean environment means good jobs, 
healthy ecosystems means healthy 
people, more transit options means 
more opportunity and an improved 
quality of life. So let us get to work to 
ensure that “Pure Michigan” is more 
than a slogan. y

STATE ELECTION RESULTS – WHAT NOW?

House of Representatives
District Endorsed by SEMG Won

1 Timothy Bledsoe (D) Y

6 Fred Durhal (D) Y

12 Rashida Tlaib (D) Y

17 Phil Cavanagh (D) Y

20 Joan Wadsworth (D) N

21 Dian Slavens (D) Y

23 Deb Kennedy (D) N

24 Sarah Roberts (D) N

26 Jim Townsend (D) Y

27 Ellen Cogen Lipton (D) Y

31 Marilyn Lane (D) Y

32 Jennifer Haase (D) N

35 Rudolph Hobbs (D) Y

37 Vicki Barnett (D) Y

39 Lisa Brown (D) Y

47 Garry Post (D) N

56 Kate Ebli (D) N

Senate
District Endorsed by SEMG Won

1 Coleman Young (D) Y

2 Bert Johnson (D) Y

6 Glen Anderson (D) Y

7 Kathleen Law (D) N

8 Hoon-Jung Hopgood (D) Y

9 Steve Bieda (D) Y

10 Paul Gieleghem (D) N

12 Cassandra Ulbrich (D) N

13 Aaron Bailey (D) N

15 Pam Jackson (D) N

Green politics

"Get Cool Stuff and Help 
Protect Michigan’s Environment!"

Now you can purchase all your favorite Sierra Club Merchandise directly from us.
Pick up a hat, shirt, backpack, water bottle, note cards and more at our 

General Membership Meetings. You save on Shipping and Handling…
We raise money that directly supports our SEMG!
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A Greener Transition at the End of This Life
By Pamela Ortner

It only makes sense that those who live their lives as environ-
mentally sustainably and as simply as possible would want 

their end of life care to be coherent with that vision. Instead, 
many baby boomers (in my case, zoomer—baby boomer with 
zip!) feel we have allowed natural processes to be co-opted 
by the health care system and industry, which stand to profit. 
Now we are reclaiming the ritual of birth and death from 
health care practitioners and institutions. 
Until the modern era, our formaldehyde-free bodies were 

laid in the ground, allowing ‘dust’ to return to ‘dust’.  With the 
advent of the Civil War, when bodies were being shipped 
around the country, embalming was a way to preserve a body 
for a longer period of time. A green burial is burial without 
embalming. John Sehee, who founded the Green Burial 
Council (GBC) has shaped his vision of eco-friendly, end of 
life rituals for ‘honoring the dead, healing the living and in-
viting in the divine.’ In addition to reducing the use of toxins 
and waste in the cemetery and funeral industry, GBC aims 
to protect one million acres over the next decade. In Michi-
gan there are two Natural Burial Cemeteries: Mt. Carmel 
Cemetery in Wyandotte and Ridgeville Memorial Gardens 
in Grandville. The Foxfield Preserve in Wilmont, Ohio is 
certified as a Conservation Burial Ground and is a national 
model as the first green cemetery operated by a non-profit 
conservation organization. 
The occupational and environmental impacts of embalming 

are staggering. Formaldehyde and phenol are key ingredients 
in embalming fluid and constitute serious exposure hazards; 
formaldehyde was recently elevated to a Group 1 Carcinogen 
(a proven and documented cancer-causing agent in humans) 
by the lnternational Agency for Research on Cancer. These 
substances, along with binders, glues, stains and varnishes 
used to produce and finish caskets leach dangerous chemicals 
into watersheds. Sourcing of exotic hardwoods for caskets 

deplete rain forests. Over 104,272 tons of steel is used each 
year to construct caskets and vaults, enough to build the 
Golden Gate Bridge over again. Even the fanciest, most ex-
pensive casket will crack and allow air, water and other fluids 
to get in and out. There are many alternatives to traditional 
caskets. Greener caskets can include colorfully painted card-
board, pine, banana leaf, bamboo and willow caskets, ecopods 
made of recycled newspapers and shrouds. 

So, we have choices. When my time comes to transition 
from this earth, I hope to be clothed in a purple silk shroud 
with field flowers about me and Nina Simone’s “Feeling 
Good” playing in the background, as I am lowered gently 
into the earth from whence I came… y

Pamela Ortner, RN, MS, CHPN, COHN-S is a long-time 
environmental and public health advocate who works as a 
hospice educator at Angela Hospice in Livonia, Michigan. 
Pamela recently underwent training to be a death midwife at 
Final Passages in Sausalito, California. She can be reached at 
portner@angelahospice.net or at (734) 953-6040.

photo: Kimberly Campbell www.memorialecosystems.com

We have 2 new board members: Anita D'Souza 
(Service Outing Coordinator, and member of both 

the SEMG Communications Committee and Fundraising 
Committee and Pam Sanders (Program Chair). Anita tells 
us that she is “an avid gardener and local food promoter” 
and goes on to say that she’d like to help increase local ap-
preciation for the Earth. Pam is also a great organizer and 
volunteer counselor for grieving children. One of Pam’s 
goals is to help our younger people get involved.
Incumbents Jean Gramlich (Secretary and Membership 

Chair); Ed McArdle (SEMG and Chapter Conservation 
Chair); and Gloria Scicli (SEMG Treasurer) were all reelect-
ed. To quote Gloria, “Climate change is the most important 

issue facing the citizens of Michigan. Michigan needs to lead 
the way in developing, and instituting, new technologies in 
the areas of conservation, alternative energy, mass transit and 
recycling. The Sierra Club is helping to lead the fight in these 
areas, and I would like to continue in helping that fight…” 
Postscript, we have an update from Communications: 

Anita D'Souza has created an SEMG Facebook page, to 
find us search SEMG in Facebook.
Pictures, event announcements and blurbs for information 

like conservation issues can go on it – then it’s easy to invite 
everyone you know on Facebook to our events. To use this, 
people don’t even have to join the Sierra Club, all they need 
do is “Like” this page! y

SEMG Election Results Are In! 
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April

4/2 (Sat.) Bald Mountain-S. State 
Park Hike. 10:30am. Hike 5 moder-
ately-paced miles over wooded, rolling 
terrain, enjoying Spring’s beauty. Sturdy 
shoes suggested for rocky sections/roots/
mud. Meet in G’s Pizza parking lot, NE 
corner of Greenshield & Lapeer Roads 
(3 miles north of the M-24 / Lapeer exit 
from I-75), eastern-most corner, using 
the Greenshield Road driveway. Op-
tional restaurant stop (at - you got it! G’s 
Pizza!). Bonnie, 248-589-2251C.
4/3 Kensington Spring Hike. Noon. 
This will be a moderate 5-mile hike – 
observing the emerging wildflowers, 
resident deer and waterfowl as we ex-
plore the forested nature trails in the 
woods. Our hike will take us out of the 
forests and around Wildwing Lake on 
our way back. Bring binoculars, water, 
call if weather is ? Restaurant stop af-
ter. Meet in Southfield at at S.E. corner 
of Telegraph and 12 Mile Rd. S. of the 
Marathon station. Inge, 248-338-0906.
4/9 (Sat.) St. John’s Marsh, Algonac, 
Hike & Exploration. 1pm. This former 
golf course is now a 3,000 acre marsh 
& home to a variety of wildlife & part 
of a migration corridor for birds & wa-
terfowl. Hike 3-5 miles on flat but un-
improved trails, dikes & road shoulders. 
Egrets, herons, & swans are commonly 
seen. Meet 1pm in the NE corner of 
McDonald’s parking lot, 700 Pte. Trem-
ble Rd., Algonac. Optional restaurant 

stop. Judy, 810-364-5871; cell on day of 
event: 810-278-6594. Call if weather is? 
4/9 (Sat.) Birders auto tour of Pointe 
Mouillee. 9am. Manager and biolo-
gist Joe Robison will lead our caravan 
onto the levees of this 4,000 acre marsh 
complex for a rare tour. We will stop 
and get out to scan at appropriate spots, 
bring binocs, telescopes, picnic lunch 
and drink to have at HQ after the tour. 
A joint outing with Friends of Detrioit 
River. This is a great way to bird with-
out having to walk the 7 miles of levees! 
Meet at the Pointe Mouille HQ build-
ing at the end of Campau Rd. Phil, 248-
797-2885 
4/10 Paint Creek Trail Hike. 10:30am. 
Let’s take a brisk hike on this rails to 
trails route to warm up. We’ll go 5 miles 
to Lake Orion, stop there for restaurant 
lunch, then 5 miles walk back. Yes, 10 
miles, but with lunch and long break 
in-between!!! Wildflower meadows and 
interesting vistas where the creek winds 
and wends in the woods. Wear strong 
boots, bring water and sun screen. Meet 
in Troy behind the Bank of America on 
14 Mile Rd. just east of I-75 (south edge 
of Oakland Mall). Mike Scanlon, 313-
884-2214.
4/16 (Sat.) Bald Mountain N. Hike. 
Noon. A 6-7-mile, moderately-paced 
hike near Lake Orion with rolling ter-
rain, ponds, wetlands, and dense woods 
(and maybe mud). We’ll stop to admire 
(and ID) any early spring wildflowers 

and enjoy the scenic vistas. Restaurant 
stop after. Meet in Bloomfield Hills 
behind the CVS pharmacy on the S.E. 
corner of Woodward & Square Lake 
Rd. (northeast end of lot). Cindy Gun-
nip, 248-336-2984.
4/23 (Sat.) Sterling State Park Marsh 
Trail Hike. Noon. Hike 5-6 miles, 
moderate pace, around a lagoon with 
11 interpretive stations & shelters with 
spotting scopes to view waterfowl and 
birds. The trail has an observation tower 
for viewing the entire 320 acre restored 
Great Lakes marsh. Hike light rain or 
shine. Bring water & snack; also bin-
oculars & bird guides, if you have them. 
Meet in Flat Rock at noon behind the 
Rite Aid on Telegraph and Gibraltar 
road. Mary Slumpff, 734-558-8797
4/30 (Sat.) E.L. Johnson Service 
Event. Johnson event, facilitator - Anita 
D’Souza. 248-561-5019, manitadsou-
za@gmail.com.
MAY

5/1 Holly State Rec. Area Hike. 
11:30am. We will hike 6 moderately-
paced miles in hilly, wooded terrain 
around McGinnis Lake. Call if weath-
er is ? Meet at 11:30am in Bloomfield 
Hills behind the CVS pharmacy on the 
S.E. corner of Woodward & Square 
Lake Rd. (NE end of lot) OR 12:15pm 
at Overlook trailhead (I-75 to Grange 
Hall Road; E to McGinnis; right to park 
entrance on the right; follow signs to 
Overlook picnic area. Optional restau-
rant stop after. Joanne, 248-932-5370. 
5/1 Beginner Birding at Maybury 
State Park 8:00 am. Bring your binocu-
lars and field guide for a very slow, quiet 
birding hike concentrating on identify-
ing common birds by sight and sound. 
There may be an opportunity to look 

General Outings Information
The Outings Committee tries to have a wide variety of outings  

throughout the year — something to appeal to each resident of our area. Everyone is welcome!
Outings fee is $1 unless otherwise noted. Participants must sign a Sierra club waiver; preview it at 

http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/index.asp. All outings leave the meeting place at the noted time.  
All trips begin at the trail head. Call trip leader for more details, and dress accordingly for weather and ground conditions. 

Outings codes: [C] Conservation; [E] educational; [R] - Restaurant Stop;
[T] Trail Work; and [W] - Weather permitting, call if questionable. 

For complete schedule, visit SEMG web site at http://michigan.sierraclub.org/semg/SEMG-OUT.htm
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inside bluebird nest boxes to see nests 
of tree swallows, bluebirds, chickadees 
and wrens. Meet at the park concession 
bldg., Eight Mile Rd. entrance, 1-1/2 
miles west of Beck Rd. (and Northville), 
5 miles west of I-275. Trip goes rain or 
shine. Entrance fee. Optional restaurant 
stop after the hike. Tom Griebe, 248-
349-8782.
5/7 (Sat.) Pointe Mouillee Levee Hike. 
Noon. Enjoy a 7-mile walk on the flat 
top levees of this constructed state wa-
terfowl area. A perfect viewing vantage 
for a variety of waterfowl that float in 
the many ponds we walk past and a rare 
look at the Lake Erie shoreline. This 
is open terrain – no trees so it will be 
windy and colder than at home, so dress 
warmly. We go light rain or shine. Bring 
trail snacks, water, binoculars. Meet at 
noon in Flat Rock behind the Rite Aide 
on Telegraph and Gibraltar Rd. Mary 
Slumpff, 734-558-8797.
5/8 [E] Maybury Mothers Day Wild-
flower Walk. 9:30am. Let’s start early, 
leaving time for dinner after – we will 
do a slow paced 3-mile walk to usher 
in Spring and honor our Mother Earth 
and Earthly Mothers! We will stop of-
ten to I.D. the 17 species of wildflow-
ers (guaranteed) as we explore the trails. 
Bring cameras, magnifiers, field guides, 
and meet near Northville at the May-
bury State Park concession bldg, Eight 
Mile Rd. entrance, 1-1/2 miles west of 
Beck Rd. 5 miles west of I-275. Restau-
rant stop after. Phil, 248-797-2885.
5/14 (Sat.) E.L.Johnson DNR fishing 
event. Bloomfield Hills family catch 
and release fishing. DNR event, facili-
tator - Anita D’Souza. 248-561-5019, 
manitadsouza@gmail.com.
5/15 Independence Oaks Hike. 
11am. This Oakland County park near 
Clarkston is the site of great hiking – 
hilly, wooded trails lined with spring 
wildflowers—with a possible beaver 
spotting if we take the lake-front trail. 
We’ll do 5-6 miles at a moderate—to 
brisk pace, rain or shine. Restaurant stop 
after. Meet in Bloomfield Township in 

the Costco parking lot near McDonalds 
on Telegraph (east side) north of Square 
Lake Rd. Inge, 248-338-0906.
5/22 Brighton Rec. Area Hike. Noon. 
A six-mile moderate to brisk paced hike. 
Our hilly trail will take us past wild ge-
raniums and other spring flowers burst-
ing out. Many vistas overlooking birch 
and maple forests. Wear good boots, 
bring water, and meet at S.E. corner of 
Telegraph and 12 Mile Rd. S. of the 
Marathon station. Restaurant stop after. 
Mike Scanlon, 313-884-2214.
5/28 (Sat.) Proud Lake State Park 
Hike. 11am. We'll hike 5 miles at a me-
dium pace in this level, wooded park 
partially following the Huron River. 
Bring water & boots; hike goes rain or 
shine. Interesting bogs, stone piles and 
river views as summer begins. Optional 
restaurant stop after. From I-96 exit 159, 
follow Wixom Rd. N. 7 miles; use park-
ing lot beyond ranger station. Entrance 
fee. Tom Griebe, 248-349-8782H.
June

6/4 (Sat.) Bennett Arboretum. 11 am 
This easy two mile loop takes us through 
the oldest arboretum in Michigan, with 
gentle hills, forest and a river overlook. 
Bring water and boots. Goes rain or 
shine. Park in the Cass Benton Disc 
Golf lot on Hines Drive, ½ mile south of 
7 Mile Road, in Northville. Restaurant 
stop after. Tom Griebe, 248-349-8782H.
6/12 Bike between three Metroparks. 
10am. Let’s do this fantastic connector 
bike path between Lower Huron, Wil-
low and Oakwoods Metroparks, south 
of Metro Airport. This is a nice hilly 
route that follows the Huron River for 
30 miles round trip. Lots of tree cover 
and shade, we will have our picnic lunch 
at the end of the ride. Check the map 
below to meet at Tulip Tree Picnic area. 
Bring helmet, lots of water, picnic lunch, 
Cindy Gunnip, 248-336-2984.
6/18 (Sat) Canoe Lower Huron River. 
8:45am. Let’s get an early start to see 
the wildlife as we drift down this part 
of the river - west of Ann Arbor. Start - 
Hudson Mills Metropark; then a 4-hour 

moderate paddle down to Delhi M.P. We 
stop halfway for our picnic lunch. Some 
canoe experience required, (instructions 
provided). Reservations of $21, your ad-
dress and phone number must be sent to 
Phil Crookshank, 33802 Fountain Blvd. 
Westland, MI. 48185 by 6/10. Bring a 
river lunch, dry clothes, a smile and meet 
in Livonia on the s.e. corner of Middle-
belt and I-96; in the Costco lot nearest to 
Middlebelt and Jeffries Fwy. Phil Crook-
shank, 248-797-2885.
6/25 (Sat.) Crosswinds Marsh Nature 
Trail Hike. Noon. Enjoy a 5-mile hike 
on easy flat terrain through meadows, 
woods and over boardwalks. We will 
stop to view wildlife that includes nest-
ing bald eagles, herons, egrets, a wide 
variety of waterfowl, and perhaps a 
muskrat. Hike goes in light rain or shine. 
No sticker required for this county park. 
Bring trail snack, water. Meet at noon in 
Flat Rock behind the Rite Aide on Tele-
graph and Gibraltar road. Or meet at 
12:30 at Crosswinds parking lot. Mary 
Slumpff, 734-558-8797.
July

7/10 Canoe the Upper Huron River. 
9:30am. We will start our 3-4 hour 
canoe trip below the dam in Island Lake 
State Park, on a nice, warm Sunday 
morning. Trout, kingfishers and great 
blue herons abound on this stretch. 
Some experience necessary, instruc-
tions provided. Must phone leader to 
reserve your spot by 7/01; $21 covers 
canoe rental fees. Dress for the weather, 
bring a dry bag for extra clothes, and a 
picnic lunch for on the river. Meet in 
Southfield at Tel-12 Mall, S.E. corner of 
Telegraph and 12 Mile Rd. Park facing 
Telegraph, S. of the Marathon station. 
Phil Crookshank, 248-797-2885.
For more outings in July see our website.
August
8/13 (Sat) GREEN CRUISE in 
downtown Ferndale. 8am—3pm. Keep 
this date open for the environmental-
ist equivalent of the “Dream Cruise”. 
Details and flyer at: http://michigan.
sierraclub.org/semg/Green_Cruise.html

Please be sure to check the SEMG website for updates, corrections, and additions to this list. 
http://michigan.sierraclub.org/semg/SEMG-OUT.htm
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Be a Solution to Stop Pollution

Saturday, August 13
9 Mile west of Woodward in Ferndale 

• 8am, 40 mile Detroit ride
• 9am, 20 mile Birmingham ride

• 10am, 5 mile family ride
• Noon, Green Celebration Parade

• 11am–3pm, Children’s Crafts & Climbing Tower,
Free Healthy Food, Educational & Vendor Booths

Volunteer, be in the parade, be a vendor or a sponsor
sierraclub.org/greencruise

HOTLINE - 248-709-9301
greencruise@michigan.sierraclub.org 


